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23 September 2015

Joint Declaration
International organisations express their concern on the fifth anniversary of the detention of David Ravelo Crespo,
a prominent Colombian human rights defender.

14 September 2015 marked five years since the distinguished human rights defender, David Ravelo Crespo, member
of the Regional Corporation for the Defense of Human Rights (CREDHOS) from the city of Barrancabermeja
(Colombia) was detained. Non-governmental organizations and international networks again hereby reiterate our
concern over the lack of due process in this case which resulted in a condemnatory sentence of 220 months
imprisonment.

We recall that the human rights defender David Ravelo was arrested and imprisoned on 14 September 2010, accused
of masterminding the 1991 murder of David Nufiez Cala, public official of Barrancabermeja. In light of sentences in
first' and second instances’ condemning him to 220 months in prison (more than18 years), Mr. Ravelo and his
lawyers lodged a casation appeal. However, this was declared inadmissible by the Supreme Court of Justice in
February 2015. Currently, an application has been filed in the Inter-American Human Rights Commission (IACHR) and
is in the information gathering phase.

Amongst the numerous irregularities denounced throughout the process, Mr. Ravelo’s lawyers highlighted the
illegitimacy of the public prosecutor who led the investigation, Mr William Gildardo Pacheco Granados, who before
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becoming a public prosecutor was a Lieutenant in the National Police force of Armenia (Quindio, Colombia).. Mr.
Pacheco was investigated by the Office of the General of Colombia and subsequently removed from office for his
involvement in the forceful disappearance of Guillermo Hurtado Parra in Armenia (Quindio, Colombia), in events
which took place in 1991°. Later, in November 1993, Mr Pacheco was condemned to a year in prison by the Superior
Military Tribunal. According to Colombian law, these events disqualify him from exercising any role in the public
prosecutor’s office. In light of this situation, and given that Guillermo Hurtado Parra is still missing, on 23 April 2014, a
criminal lawsuit was filed against Mr. Pacheco Granados” and later the public prosecutor’s office cited him to make a
judicial declaration.’.

Mr Ravelo’s defense also denounces that the case against him is primarily based on statements by two demobilised
paramilitaries (Mario Jaimes Mejia alias el “Panadero” and Fremio Sanchez), who were convicted for serious crimes
committed in the city of Barrancabermeja (amongst which stand out the massacres on 16 May 1998° and 28 February
1999’) as a result of incidents denounced Mr. Ravelo himself. Because of these and other denunciations, the two
paramilitaries declared Mr Ravelo a “military target”®. Furthermore, the other accused in the case, Orlando Noguera,
denounced in the preparatory hearing that Mario Jaimer Mejia alias “El Panadero” and Fremio Sdnchez “tried to bribe
him so that he would accept the charge for the murder of Nufiez Cala and blame Mr Ravelo in exchange for benefits
under the Justice and Peace law”’. In this regard, we stress that the Prosecutor General's office charged Mario Jaimer
Mejia alias “El Panadero”, for false testimony, for having accused the ex-Congresswoman Aristides Andrade as
another author of the homicide which David Ravelo is condemned for. In bringing charges against Jaimes Mejia, the
public prosecutor cites various statements that — in his judgement — cast doubt on the statements given by the ex-
paramilitary leader and that “they were sufficient to try him for false testimony”*°. The first hearing against alias “El
Panadero” for false testimony took place on 9 February 2015, the process is now in the trial stage and currently David
Ravelo has been recognised as a victim in this case.

Since David Ravelo’s detention, national and international NGOs as well as United Nations bodies have raised
awareness regarding his case and the lack of due process by international standards'. This included the presentation
of two amicus curiae™ related to Ravelo’s proceedings and sentence which, among other considerations, concluded
the proceedings null and, that in any case, David Ravelo should be absolved, since “David Ravelo’s sentence was
contrary to the evidence in this case, which demonstrate his innocence.” 13

As non-governmental organizations and international networks we have followed up on this case very closely and
have expressed on numerous occasions our concern for these and other irregularities indicated by Mr. Ravelo’s
defense lawyers. As a result, we deeply regret that, in spite of expressing concern on numerous occasions for the
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guarantees of due process, including the right to a legitimate defense and a fair trial, the Supreme Court of Justice
rejected the Appeal Study requesting the granting of fair and impartial process for this human rights defender,
including all of the guaranties that up until now have been denied.

As a result, we hope that the Colombian justice system will act promptly in the other two legal processes mentioned
against Mario Jaimes Mejia and William Gildardo Pacheco Granados, and that due process is fully respected. Finally,
we call upon the IACHR to consider the concerns expressed and facilitate the study of this case.
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