
The weekend starts at 7pm on Friday and will finish around 3pm on Sunday.

There are a limited number of places so do book early.

Registration fees are:
£70 waged


£60 low waged


£50 unwaged

Further details to follow.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you wish to attend, please fill out this slip below and, together with a cheque

made payable to Peace Brigades International UK section, send it to:

PBI UK, 1b Waterlow Road, London N19 5NJ

admin@peacebrigades.org.uk
	( I will attend the Orientation weekend. I enclose £70/£60/£50
( I cannot come to this weekend, however please keep me informed of future training

( I am a vegetarian and/or have other special needs (please specify) ......................................................................................

Project(s) interested in:

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

Signed:                                                                 Date:


Peace Brigades International

UK Section

Making Space for Peace


	Booking form




Topics include:

· The role of an international NGO in a conflict zone

· PBI's mandate, structure & projects

· Political analysis, consensus decision making, principles of non-violence and non-partisanship

Open to:

· Prospective PBI volunteers


PBI is a non-governmental organisation committed to the nonviolent resolution of conflicts. PBI’s main objective is to help create a breathing space in conflict zones so that the civilian population may organise to defend its rights without fear of violence or reprisals. This is achieved by responding to requests for international accompaniment, from human rights defenders who are persecuted because of their work defending their communities’ human rights. To this end, PBI sends teams of international volunteers to areas of repression and conflict around the world, who provide international protective accompaniment: physically accompanying the threatened human rights defenders, creating political networks, disseminating information and providing peace education. PBI is an independent and non-partisan organisation, not affiliated to any religious, economic or political institutions.

PBI is unique in having developed expertise of accompanying those threatened with political violence. Years of accompaniment of human rights defenders, unionists, women’s organisations, peasant and indigenous activists and others, have given PBI an understanding of how political violence functions in different contexts, and how best to employ strategic international accompaniment to deter attacks.

PBI's first project was in Guatemala in 1983. At present PBI maintains teams of international observers in Colombia, Mexico, Indonesia, Guatemala and Nepal.


The impact of projects is dependent on the work carried out by PBI members and supporters organised into 15 country groups.  These groups, of which PBI UK is one, publicise, support and promote the work of PBI through public relations, networking with other organisations, fundraising for PBI projects, recruiting and training volunteers, and maintaining and activating the Emergency Response Network.



The orientation weekend will serve as a good general introduction to PBI, its philosophy, aims and work.  It is designed as an informative and enjoyable weekend for anyone wanting to learn more about the work of PBI, both in the UK and the field. You will also explore issues such as non-violence, consensus decision-making and conflict resolution through discussions, role-plays, team exercises, workshops and games.

You will hear first hand about how PBI's general principles are applied in practice in two PBI field projects and also receive information about the other projects. The projects covered in depth will vary, depending on the experience of the facilitators.

Attending this weekend does not mean that you have to make a commitment to the organisation, nor to joining a team.  It is, however, the first step for all those interested in volunteering on a field project and essential before attending a 7-10 days project-specific training. Both trainings are designed to prepare participants for working in a PBI team. 

The whole weekend is a time for self-evaluation in terms of personal abilities and suitability to work in a PBI team.  On the last day there will be the opportunity for those participants interested in joining a team to undertake a more formal (but friendly) self-assessment in conjunction with the facilitators.


The facilitators are experienced PBI volunteers, having variously worked for country groups, on teams and at international committee levels.  Between them they bring a diversity and wealth of experience in working for human rights.

Each weekend usually has 2-3 facilitators with PBI field experience. This means that we will not be able to provide in-depth coverage of all 5 current PBI projects. The facilitators will draw on their own experiences but we will also do our best to provide information about the other projects not represented at the weekend.

