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PRESS RELEASE

Colombian lawyer in London to campaign about threats against lawyers and human rights defenders

Leading Colombian human rights lawyer Reinaldo Villaba is available for interview in London next week. 

Mr Villaba and his colleagues of the José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers’ Collective (CCAJAR) have represented some of Colombia’s most infamous cases of human rights violations. The price has been a life under constant threat of assassination.

In London Mr Villaba is meeting with UK politicians, lawyers, academics, human rights groups and the Foreign Office, to talk about human rights in Colombia and the need to protect threatened human rights defenders.

“To empower victims and communities that have suffered human rights violations brings enormous risks…  They don’t want to understand that the work of human rights lawyers seeks to bring the Colombian constitution to fruition, in the sense of us being a society with a democratic rule of law… and it is those who violate human rights that destabilise the state, not we who seek to sanction those responsible.”

--Ends--

Reinaldo Villaba is available for interview between 24-28 May. 

Contact: Emma Marshall, emma@peacebrigades.org.uk / 07974 701 816

Notes for editors:

CCAJAR is an internationally accredited human rights organisation that has been involved in numerous high profile cases, both domestically and before the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights and the UN. One of CCAJAR’s founders was assassinated in 1998, two of the nine lawyers on its current governing body are in permanent exile, and others have had to flee the country in numerous occasions in fear for their lives

In early 2010, Semana magazine revealed details of clandestine intelligence operations against trade unionists, human rights defenders and other individuals and organisations, carried out by the Administrative Department of Security (DAS) an agency under the President’s jurisdiction [see http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2008/oct/24/Colombia]. CCAJAR was one of the national human rights organisations found to have been systematically targeted.* 

Some of the cases CCAJAR is currently representing include the Palace of Justice siege implicating high-ranking generals, extrajudicial killings by the national army, the National Security Agency (DAS) wire-tapping scandal, and several investigations into massacres carried out by paramilitary groups.

While in London, Reinaldo will speak at a London screening of José Lozano’s film, IMPUNITY on Tuesday, 24 May from 19:00, at the UNISON Centre, 130 Euston Road, NW1 2AY, Room UG2&3, and at the Law Society on 25 May, from 18:30-20:00, along with Colombian supreme court judge Ivan Velasquez, to launch “Colombia: the legal profession still under attack”, the report of an international delegation of lawyers to Colombia last year.

He will also be a speaker at a conference at the University of London School of Advanced Studies, titled In the Shadow of the ICC: Colombia and International Criminal Justice, on 26 and 27 May. 

Peace Brigades International (PBI) is an international human rights organisation, founded in 1981, whose volunteers accompany human rights defenders who are threatened because of their non-violent work defending human rights and the rule of law in their countries. PBI has been accompanying CCAJAR’s lawyers for 15 years.
PBI currently has projects in Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico and Nepal. For more information, please see www.peacebrigades.org.uk
Please contact PBI UK if you would like to attend any of the above events.

*For more details see Amnesty International’s statement to the 13th session of the UN Human Rights Council: http://www.amnesty.org/es/library/asset/AMR23/006/2010/es/34ffade2-e720-451c-808d-44484414b16d/amr230062010en.pdf.
PBI UK is a non-governmental organisation working with communities around the world to address conflicts in non-violent ways.
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