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PEACE BRIGADES INTERNATIONAL

PBl works to open a space for peace in
which conflicts can be addressed in a
nonviolent way. PBI applies a strategy of
international presence and concern that
supports local initiatives and contributes
to developing a culture of peace and
justice. We act on request of local
organisations and groups working for
hurnan rights, social change and
development of civil society, which use
nonviclent means in regions where
there is oppression and conflict.

The aim of PBl's international
presence Is to accompany baoth political
and social processes through a joint
strategy of deterring violence and
promating active nonviclence. PBl's
international teamns of volunteers use
methods such as protective
accompaniment, peace education,
independent observation and analysis of
the conflict situation. In addition, PBI
learns about, develops and models
forms of nonviolent intervention. PBI,
where possible, initiates contacts with alf
the parties to a conflict in order to
establish and inform of our presence,
PBI supports this work through a broad
international network of organisations
and individuals. PBI's identity is built
upon non-hierarchical structures and
consensual processes.

Members of the PBI
International Council in 2000
Michael Beer (IndonesiafEast Timoar Project)
Analena Cebrian Lindstrom (PBI Spanish
Statefitaly)

Jeke Edenburg (PBI Germany/Netherlands)
Shane Guthrie (PBI Australia)

Kara Hooper (International Finance
Committee)

Carl Kline (PBI USA)

Eigil Kvernmo (PBI Britain/Norway/Sweden)
until October

Lars Leer (PBI Britain/Norway/Sweden) from
Novemnber

Suzy Potvin (PBI Canada)

Jlrgen Stork (Haiti Project)

Marianna Tzabiras (Central America/Mexico
Project)

As we begin our twentieth anniversary year in 2001, we would like to
highlight a number of significant developments in 2000 that have
strengthened our capacity 1o respond more adequarely to those who have
requested our assisiance.

Much of our strength has traditionally resided in our country groups. In
2000, we welcomed our 15th country group, PBI Luxembourg. In addition,
the PBI European Office secured substantial funding from the European
Union and began devoring time and resources to strengthening country groups
in Europe.

Our primary work has always centred on our projects. The Colombia
Project, in the midst of a rapidly deteriorating human rights situation, was able
1o increase its level of activity subsiantially The total number of volunteers in the
[freld was increased to 35 and the international support structure so vital to the
effectiveness of accompaniment was considerably strengthened. The high quality
of the Project's work continued 1o be recognised both within Colombia and
internationally. PBI was a finalist for the prestigious Conrad Hilton
Humanitarian Award, primarily as a result of the work of the Colombia Project.

In two other countries, PBI was able to consolidate initial efforts at
establishing projects. The Indonesia/East Timor Project expanded its work ro
Aceb. In Mexico, the Project succeeded in securing an appropriate legal status so
thar the team could start accompaniment work. In very difficult circumstances
the committees vesponsible for each of these projects have diligently and
thoughtfully laid the groundwork, and prepared the teams to respond to the
ever increasing need for PBI services.

Another milestone was the successfil closure of the Haiti Project. PBI
went to Hatti in 1995, as requested, to support local organisations commatted
to nonviolent conflict transformation. We were able to facilizate a process of
nonviolence training and education that has now been taken over by Haitian
groups. In PBI, we celebrate our closures as well as our beginnings.

Finally, we enter 2001, our 20th anniversary year, looking forward to
celebrations taking place in country groups. The highlight will be an International
Conference in Switzerland followed by our Triennial General Assembly.

We will celebrate the enormous courage of the hundveds of human rights
defenders and nonviolence activists that PBI has worked alongside in
Guatemala, Sri Lanka, El Salvador, North America, Haiti, FndonesialEast
1imor, Mexico and Colombia. We will also celebrate all of you who have
helped PBI for the past two decades.

In peace,

Carl Kline
PBI International Coundil

This report is published by the Irternational Office of Peace Brigades Intemational,
5 Caledonian Rd * London N1 903K » UK » Tel: 44-(0020-7713-0392 » Fax: 44-(0)20-7837-2290
Email: philo(@gn.apc.org ¢ Web site: www . peacetrigades.org
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Hait1 Project

In 1995 the Project established a team of
volunteers in Haiti in response to requests
from local NGOs for support in the complex
process of democratisation and reconstruction
of civil society. For four years, the Haiti
Project, together with local partners, explored
and developed a programme of training,
international presence and networking
activities, aimed at strengthening the capacity of
local organisations in nonviolent conflict
transformation.

In 1999 an internal evaluation concluded
that the Haiti Project had largely achieved its
goals given what is possible within PBI's
mandate and resources.

While nonviolent conflict transformation
was largely unknown in Haitian civil society in
the aftermath of the military coup in 19911994,
today there are many creative nonviolent
inftiatives including weekly vigils against
impunity, a growing number of arganisations
undertaking nonviclence training within their
more general training, and movements
providing training in nonviolent conflict
transformation and participatory facilitation
techniques. While these developments are due
to many factors and aciors, the concrete
success of PBI's work lies in the fact that its
volunteers managed to introduce and foster
nonviclent perspectives among a variety of
actors in Haitian civil society and to assist, in
collaberation with local partners, the birth of
autonomeus Haitian initiatives ready to pursue
the active promotion of nenviolent conflict

transformation.

Project closure
In 2000 the Hati Project focused on responding
to final requests from Haitian partner
organisations, felping in their consolidation
process, and cairying out an in-depth external
evaluation in order to gain 2 deeper under-
standing of PBI's achievernents and difficutties,
As part of the dosure process, the team
contacted all partner organisations, listened to
their training needs in nonviolent conflict
transformation and participative methads, and
researched what was available locally. In
addition, the team published an inventory of
Haitian and international resources available
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PBI volunteer observes a vigil against impunity
Photo: PBI Haiti Project
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Pierre Ernst, member of GFP and SKDE
(Sant Kretyen Integrated Development
Project)

locally and distributed the information within

Haiti and made it available on the PBl website,
The team alsc provided support for the

consolidation of the Haitian Peace Trainers

Jean Baptiste Luckner, PIDA
(Integrated Project for Alternative
Development and GFP)

Network (GFP) by organising workshops on
evaluation methods, production of bulletins,
writing grant proposals and financial and
narrative reporting to donors. In Juty the GFP
obtained the necessary legal status to function
as a Maitian non profit organisation.

One hundred and seventy pecole attended
an official farewell party including members of
the GFP, and Haitian and international human
rights organisations. PBl's presence ended
officially on 31 July and the co-ordination office
in Paris closed, PBl would like to thank project
co-ordinator Luis F. Urrego Clavijo for his five
vear's work and commitment.

External Evaluation
In 2000 the Project also commissicned an in-
depth external evaluation. A Haitian evaluator,
Sabine Manigat, researched the team archives,
elaborated a questionnaire and prepared a
tearn of Haitian students to do interviews with
eighty people who had been in close contact
or worked with PBI. Her report concluded
ihe Haiti Project has been exemplary in the
way it had worked alongside Haitian partners.
Ateam of Swiss academics have been
contracted to complete the external evaluation
of Project strategy, structure, organisaticn and
functioning together with an analysis of the
Project within the context of conternporary
development aid and conflict transformation
strategies. PBI plans to publish a booklet in
English and French based on the findings of the
external evaluation.

Sabine Manigat, Haitian evaluator
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During 2000 the human rights situation in
Colombia continued to deteniorate and the
nurmber of poltical assassinations and levels of
displacerment through fear and intimidation
increased, Francis Deng, representative of the
Secretary General of the United Nations for the
Internally Displaced, described the situation as
one of the 'most serious in the world. The cause of
dispiacernent in Colormbia 1s not simply armed
corflict but is a deliberate strategy of the war.”
According to the International Commission of
Jurists, in 2000 there was an average of eight
deaths per day from summary executions or
political murders, one person was killed as a
result of 'sccial cleansing‘; ONe PEerson was
tortured, and four more died in combat. The
kiling of human rights defenders and the forced
exile of others was described by Amnesty
International as a human rights crisis of 'alarming
proportions.' Forced displacement of the civilian
population also worsened. According to the
Human Rights Consultancy (CODES) more than
308,000 people fled their homes for fear of
being killed,

The objectives of the work of the Colombia
Project are to support initiatives that promote
respect for human rights and international
hurnanitarian law; to support initiatives that
promate nonviolent conflict resolution; and to
promote the defence of human rights and the
search for peace and social justice.

The worsening situation resulted in a
corresponding increase in the demand for all
kinds of PBI international presence. This,
together with greater rescurces, meant more
extensive aclivity both within Colombia and
Internationally. Yhere possible, PBl used the
increase in resources to strengthen
accompaniment by maintaining a consistently
high level of communication with the
Colombian security forces, increasing the
number of meetings with the civil authorities
(by 85%) and the diplomatic corpsAnited
MNations Offices (by 55%). In order to achieve
this the number of volunteers was increased
from 30 to 35, working in four teams in
Bogotd, Magadalena Medio, Urabd and
Medellin. However, it continues to be a major

Guill Rischynski, Canadian Ambassador
to Colombia

challenge to find sufficient volunteers with the
appropriate skills and experience who are
prepared to work as international cbservers in
Colombia.

The Project maintained a permanent
presence in the Peace Community of San José
de Apartadé and resetilements in the Cacarica
river basin in Urabd. In addition, the teams
carried out at least three accompaniment
activities every day throughout the yzar in the
offices and branches of 13 NGOs where more
than 90 hurman rights defenders work or stay.
This usually required the presence of two
tearn members for security reasons.
Compared with 1999, there was an increase
of at least 45% in accompanirnent in 2000.
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Lobbying and meetings with civilian and military
authorities in Colombia 15 fundamental to PBl's
overall strategy, Meetings were held with the
government at vice-presidential level, with the
police and high-ranking human rights officials in
the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of the
Interior; and with representatives of other public
bodies, incuding mayoral offices, public
prasecutor’s offices, ombudspersons and
attorney general’s offices.

During 2000, the P8I Colombia tearm held
an average of three meetings per week with
Colombian government and state officials and
with mididie and high-ranking Colombian police
officials, both in Bogotd and in other regions.
Likewise, PBl has maintained an average of three
weekly meetings with members of the
diplomatic corps and the United Nations Offices.

The Bogota sub-team, given its location, held
the majerity of the meetings with government,
diplomatic and UN officials. This provides the
basis for the work of other sub-teams, whao
focus on establishing and maintaining local
contact with the security forces.

As well as the everyday tasks of co-ordination,
fundraising, administration, management and the
24-hour emergency response, the PBI Project
Office and Commiittee have undertaken 66




meetings with governrnent representatives,
MPs, and non govermmental organisations and
participated in nine public events, conferences
and seminars. At 14 per morith, these activities
have doubled compared with [999. This |00%
increase has been possible due to support from
those working outside Colombia, especially the
Project regional representatives in Nerth
Armerica and Europe.

Three training courses were held in Furope
for 37 volunteers all of whom are now working
in Colombia.

The Project also carmed out 57 psychosodial
rehabilitation workshops attended by 668
people, The workshops covered mutual
support where groups shared common
experiences of handling crisis situations such as
dealing with pain, stress and fear; psychosocil
support and training in mental heatth, fear,
repression and security; and analysis of group
processes. The Workshop Team changed its
approach in 2000 and placed greater emphasis
on deepeaning the knowledge of those who
have attended previous workshops and
improving their training skills so that they
becorne multipliers within their own
organisations. Because Colombian NGOs are
very diverse, workshops have been more
geared towards the work of particular NGOs.
This has meart that the number of workshop
participants decreased in companison with (999,

The Project published a fortnightly news bulletin
on the human rights situation in Colombia and
PBl's work, a dossier on threats against
ASFADDES and PBI's work since the approval
of the law against forced disappearance in
Colombia, and a special issue of Enfoque
Colombiano on the fifth anniversary of PBl in
Colombia. These publications were distributed
widely within Colombia and internationally and
on the PBl website.

The Support Network is activated to prevent
inddents from happening, to stop an abuse of
hurnan rights from continuing or to generate
suffidert international pressure to deter violators of
human rights from repeating violations. See case
study of @ Colomibia Project activation on page 9,
During 2000 PBI activated its Support

Susan Lee, Colombia researcher,
International Secretariat of Amnesty
International

Network five fimes in response to direct threats
against hurman rights defenders, such as those
receved by members of Regional Committee for
the Defence of Hurran Rights (CREDHOS), the
Popular Women's Organisation (OFP) and
Agsodiation of Family Members of the Detained
and Disappeared (ASFADDES) in
Barrancabermeja, and Medellin. Sorne
activations have served to extend protection to
risk areas such as the retumed displaced
communities in Cacarica, the Peace Communtty
of San José de Apartadd and the OFP Wormen's
Centres in Barrancabermega. All activations
involve close co-ordination between the teams in
the fleld and in Bogots, the Project office in
Londen, the Project Committee and regional
representatives, and PBI country groups.

Francisco Campo, Regional Committee
for the Defence of Human Rights
(CREDHOS)

W On 2 April a human rights defender working
with CREDHOS in Magdalena Medio
receved death threats waming him 1o leave
the area. The PBl team immediately started
24-hour accompaniment, raised their
concern about the case in meetings with the
regicnal security forces and government
authorities in Bogotd, and activated the
international Support Network.
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B In December, after months of rising
tension and threats, a squad of 150
paramilitaries belonging to the Colombia
Self Defence Group (ALUC) entered
Barrancabermeja. Human rights defenders
recorded two deaths and a number of
death threats, The PBI team stepped up
accormpaniment to provide a daily
presence in the offices of ASFADDES,
CREDHOS and OFP. in the homes of
CREDHOS members and when they
travelled from home to work.

B Throughout the year there were threats
against human rights and other civil society
organisations in Bogotd. The PBI team
stepped up their presence in the offices of
threatened organisations and increased
accompaninment with humar rights
defenders when they travelled to other

areas.

B The internally displaced population in
Urabé lived under constant threats. The
PBI subteam responded by maintaining a
permanent presence in the San José de
Apartadd peace community and the
displaced community of Cacarica. In
addition, the team participated in the Joint
Monitoring Commission for the return to
Cacarica that brings together iocal and
international organisations working in the
region. See page 9 for details of a
internationa! Support Network activation,

B In August twe human rights defenders -
Angel Quinterc and Claudia Monsalve -
working with ASFADDES disappeared in
Medellin. The Project immediately
organised a meeting of representatives of
embassies of ten countries and UN
representatives, and activated the Support
Network. In addition the Project published
a dossier on the disappearances and
ASFADOES and continues to lobby the
Celombian government and internationally,

However, in the midst of this grave
deterioration in the hurman rights situation,
Colombian human rights defenders struggle to
uphold respact for human rights and displaced
communities continued to demand a safe
return to their homelands and to assert their
right not to take sides in the armed conflict .
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Mexico Project

Political Situation

The July elections resulted in a change in the
presidency and federal government, which ignited
hope for justice, a greater openness towards
demacratic processes, and an end to the impunity
enjoyed by the vast majority of human rights
violators. However, the appointment of a military
officer, General Macedo, as Federal Attorney
General, has been critidsed by many human rights
organisations as a majer setback to holding the
army to acceunt for human nghis violaticns. Since
he tock office, General Macedo has continued the
militarisation of the Attomey General's office by
appointing ten high-ranking military officers to key
postions. The UN Special Rapporteur on exira-
judicial executions expressed her concern:

However, there is also a large number of
human rights and cther civil sodiety organisations
committed to sodal justice. The UN Special
Rapporteur on extra-judicial executions
commented:

Protective Accompaniment
TFhroughout 2000, the Mexico Project worked
towards offering long-term protective accompani-
ment to the organisations requesting this service in
Mexico City, Oaxaca and Guerrero. The first
priorty was to set up an office in Mexico City and
o secure the apprepnate legal status necessary o
undcertake this work. After mere than nine months
of legal proceedings, PBI obtained ‘non-imnigrant’
visas for five volunteers which meant that the
Project could begin to develop its work whike at
the same time continuing 1o work on establishing &
permanent legal status for the Project.

The role of the office in Mexico City s to
rnaintain cormmunication with institutions such as
the federal government, parliament, the senafe,

A PBI volunteer accormnpanying human rights defender Abel Barrera in Guerrerc.
Photo: PBI Mexico Project

embassies and the mass media and to respond to
requests from organisations such as the Jesuit
Human Rights Centre Miguel Agustin Pro Judrez
that has received numerous threats. The Project
will also be working in Caxaca and Guerrero
where there is little or no intermational presence
despite the fact that these states are expenencing
increased militarisation and human rights abuses.
Local human rights organisations have reported an
increased number of abuses against the civifian
population including forced displacerent, rapes,
llegal arvests, death threats, exira-judicial
assassinaticns, disappearances and torture. The
Oaxaca Human Rights Network presented a
report in January 2001 where it states that
abuses of authority and a variety of crimes
committed by dvil servants and members of the
different police corporations ofien remain
unpunished.

PBI volunteers have spoken to organisations
and hurnan nights defenders who feel they are
vulnerable and lack protection against such attacks.
According to a December 2000 report by the
Guerrero Human Rights Network,

bl rrathe ‘One of the
hurnan rights defenders who requested PB
accompaniment is Abel Jestls Barrera Herndndez,
director of the Human Rights Centre of the
Montafa Tlalkchinollar’, who has repeatedly been
threatened in recent years. As part of preparation
for accompanirment, the tearm worked on opening
poliical space by intreducing PBl to government
officials, local palice, hurnan nights activists and
sirengthening the relationship between PBI and
the NGOs through regular visits, The team

intends to accompany the Centre for Human
Rights of the Montafia "Tlachinollan” in Tlapa,
Guerrero, an organisation that investigates,
documents and denounces human nghts abuses
against the indigenous population by the state and
military authorties and *La Voz de los sin Voz',
another hurnan rights organisation.
Production and Distribution of
Infermation

The tearn began publishing a bi-weeldy
information packet (PIQ} in Spanish and a bi-
menthly bulletin in Spanish and English for
distribution to local and national government
institions, embassies, and NGOs within Mexico
and intemationally to PBI country groups and
members of the Project Support Network.

International Infrastructure

Buring 2000 the infrastructure of the Project was
consolidated through the work of a seven person
Project Committee and the establishrent of a co-
ordination office in Belgium. Yolunteer trainings
were camed out in North Amenca and Europe
from which eleven volunteers were selected o
join the team in 2001 and 2002,

With the help of PBIl country groups, the
Project gathered 49 letters of support from
individuals accompanied by PBlin other
countries, as well as government and NGO
representatives, church institutions, and
academics, These letters were presented to
the Mexican government in order to
demonstrate international support. Country
groups are in the process of establishing a
bread suppert base for the Project.



Since the fall of the Suharto dictatorship in
1998, Indonesians continue to struggle
econamically, sodially and politically to build a
new society. In 2000, Indonesia suffered from
viclent ethnic, social and religious conflict.
However, in spite of this great uncertainty and
rapid political change, civil society began to
expand and the demand for PBI's innovative
SENVICes has grown.

PBFs permanent team in Kupang, West Timor
provided a proteciive presence for Indonesian
hurnan rights and humanitarian workers until
three UNHCR workers were killed in
September and all foreigners were evacuated.
However, the PBI team in Jakarta maintained
daily phone contact with West Timorese
NGOs they had been accompanying. In
November, PBl was ameng the first
international NGOs to return with a security
assessment team. The Project continues to
monitor the tense situation closely and plans to
reopen a team in West Timor in 2001,

Prior to the September incident, PB)
provided four conflict resolution trainings for
80 members of local NGOs in West Timor
and Flores. Through role-plays and
participatory activities, PBl and Indonesian co-
traners worked on conflict resolution models
and practical solutions based on the
participants’ own experiences. The Project has
maintained contact with participants to get
feedback on how they have applied the
learnings of the worksheps. P8I continues to
provide follow up and additicnal workshops
when requested.

The main organisations that the Project
works with in West and East Timor are LAK
MAS, (Organisation for Advocacy against Local
Community Violence}; LAP TIMORIS
(Organisation for Timorese Advocacy and

Pdt. Thobias A. Messakh, Mcderator,
Gereja Masehi Injili Di Timor

During 2000 PB{ continued to participate in two joint projects: the International Peace Service
(SIPAZ) in Chiapas and the Balkan Peace Tearn in Kosovo/a.

The SIPAZ ccalition works with local organisations to reduce the level of violence and
human rights violations and to support peace building. SIPAZ maintains communication with all
sides in the conflict in order to open space jor dialogue, disserninates information and analysis,
co-ordinates international delegations, and organises peace education workshops. A member of
the PRI Mexico Project Committee sits on the SIPAZ Steering Committee and is a member of
the SIPAZ volunteer selection and personnel committees.

The Balkan Peace Team worked on a youth centre in the municipality of Dragesh/S where
Albanian and Gorani populations live. The purpose of the youth centre is to bring together the
two communities in a neutral space to increase co-operaticn and decrease tension. The Centre
offers a range of activities including English lessons, sports activities, compuier classes and a
variety of social activities. PBI country groups contributed to the BPT by raising funds, recruiting
volunteers and publicity.
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Research); and TRUK-F (Molunteers for
Humanity — Flores which provides
humanitarian assistance to East Timorese
refugees in camps around Kupang, West
Timor.)

The Jakarta team was established in
September to monitor current events, help
co-ordinate and support field teams, and to do
public relations work with the Indonesian
government, foreign embassies, and
international and local NGOs.

PBI travelled frequently to East Timor to
assess the security sitvation, maintain contacts,
and prepare requested conflict resolution
trainings for 2001.

Late in the year, Indenesia’s pariiamentary-
appointed National Commission on Human
Rights (KOMNAS HAM), formally invited PBI
volunteers to work in Indonesia by sponsoring
our visas. This important step opened the
door to PBI's work in Aceh, a war-torn region
at the north western edge of the country. The
Aceh team was established in December
foliowing a positive assessment from visits in
April. RATA (Rehabilitation Action for Torture
Victims in Aceh) has requested PBI provides
protective accampaniment following the
murders of three RATA staff in December.
RATA provides rehabilitation for torture victims
threugh treatment, training, documentation,
prevention and networking.

Four IETP volunteer trainings in 2000
(Germany, Bali, US, and Jakarta} brought (8
applicants into the Project. Sixteen volunteers,
many of them short term, from Australia,
Britain, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland,
and the USA have served on IETP teams since
our inception. Accepted and returned
volunteers are active in our project committee
and PBI country groups. In February, Celia
Guifford, began work as the new project
coordinator from the Project Office in
Manitoba, Canada. The supporting Project
Committee from seven countries logged more
than 2,500 hours of volunteer time,
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PBI field volunteers embody the infemational
community's concern for peace and human
rights. Their effectiveness in protecting
threatened local activists and communities
depends on the political, finandial, moral and
practical support of the international community.
Generating this support is one of the key areas
of work carried out by PBI's country groups,
European Office and regional project
representatives. Country groups worked dosely
with projects to raise public awareness, recruit
and train volunteers, attract funds, and develop
and activate project support networks.

Country groups organise introductory training
sessions to recruit volunteers for their own
work and to provide potential field volunteers
with an opportunity to gain an understanding
of PBI's work before applying to join a project.

PBI Norway, for example, held an
information weekend in October with speakers
from national and intermational NGQOs, state and
inter-governmenial bodies induding the
MNorwegian Refugee Councll, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, and the United Nations. The
seminar received widespread coverage in the
media and through NGO networks.

On their return from projects, volunieers
make a valuable contribution to their country
group's project support work through
undertaking speaker tours, briefings with
parliarnentarians, and training of other potential
volurteers. in this way PBI's experience in the
field is recycled through the organisation.
Recognition of the significant contribution made
by field volunteers comes both from within and
outside the organisation. On |0 December, PBI
Germany volunteer Heike Kammer was
awarded a Human Rights Prize by the town of
Weimar, Gerrnany for her work with PBl on
projects in Guatemala, B} Salvador, Colombia
and Mexico.
Public Relations and Metworking
MNetworking and public relations are important
mechanisms by which PBI shares its innovative
practical experience of peace building and the
defence of hurnan rights. With growing interest
in civilian third party inftiatives for hurnan rights

Rappers from a displaced community in Colombia perform at an event in London organised by
PBI, Christian Aid and Amnesty International. Photo: PBI Britain

and peace, PBI country groups and European
Office are increasingly asked to attend forums
to share our practical experience.

PBI Germany contributed to discussions
between the government, church and NGOs
on the creation of a civilian peace force —
Ziviler Friedensdienst (ZFD). Two German
volunteers on the Colombia Project have
secured funding through this initiative. PBI
Britain attended meetings of NGOs and
academics 1o examine the possibilities for
encouraging the UK government to expand its
work in non-military security. PBI’s
European Office participated in conferences
and round-table discussions in Brussels and Paris
on innovative approaches to defending human
rights used by organisations such as PBI.

Outreach work is also central to PBI's
strategy of raising awareness of human rights
and conlict issues that in turn helps build the
international support needed to make PBI's
volunteer presence in the field effective.

2000 saw significant collaboration with
other peace and human rights NGOs, in
particular with Amneasty [nternational (Al). PBI
Switzerland and Al Switzerland produced a
joint poster promoting the human rights work

of both organisations. PBl Sweden co-
ordinated a speaking tour of Al local groups by
a returned Colombia Project volunteer. PBI
Britain, in conjunction with Al UK and
Christian Aid, organised a concert and
information evening with a group of rappers
from the displaced communities of Urabd
{pictured), and a parliamentary briefing on
human rights in Colombia.

Fundraising

Country groups and the European Office
fundraise for projects as well as to support
their own infrastructures and activities. Funding
comes from a variety of sources induding local
and national governments, the European
Union, trusts, other NGOs, church
organisations, and individual donors, See page
Il for a donor list.

PBI’s European Office, for instance,
secured a grant from the European Union
Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights for
a two-year programme to develop skills
arong European country groups. In addition,
the European Office is to explore the
possibility of new country groups in Finland
and Portugal.
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The effectiveness of country group support
work for projects is put to the test most
rigorously when there is a human rights crisis
in the field that requires PBl to alert its
support networks to apply international
pressure in support of those under threat.
Traditionally PBI has used its broad-based
grassroots Emergency Response Network
(ERN) of members of the public and a variety
of institutional supporters. The goal is t©
multiply the protective power of PBl's
volunteer teams, enabling thousands of people
around the world to take action against human
rights violations. in voicing their concern, PBT's
supporters put international pressure directly
on the perpetrators of violations, or on the
governments and military forces responsible
for the protection of their citizens. This serves
to close the political space in which the
violators operate. Their messages also convey
moral support and reassurance to those PBI
accompanies.

These networks grow and evolve 1o
respond to the changing political context and
conflict environment in which PBI projects are
operating. For the last 2 — 3 vears PBl projects
and country groups have worked on
developing more targeted high-level Support
MNetworks of representatives of governmental
and inter-governmental bedies, and NGCs
suich as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty
International, who carry influence with those
PB! seeks to target. Pressure through Support
MNetworks relies on the fact that the countries
in which PBI is working have political,
diplornatic, economic and cultural ties with the
majority of countries where PBI has support
and/for recruits volunteers. The political and
military authorities to whom our supporters
are trying to apply pressure are sensitive and
responsive to appeals made through those
formal channels.

in 2000, PBI country groups and projects
employed a more integrated approach to
support network activations, combining
grassroots public concern with high-level
pressure,
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Colombia Project Support Network Case Study

In 1997 the displaced population in San José de Apartadd dedared itself a ‘peace
community’ hoping that armed actors would respect the community and that the
community would not have to abandon their land. But they have continued to suffer
threats and killings. Since July [998 the PBI Colombia Project has been regularly visiting
and maintaining a presence in the urban centre and several outlying villages of San José
de Apartadd.

On 8 July 2000 some 20 masked men entered one of the peace community
villages, La Unidn, accused inhabitants of ‘supporting the guerrilla’, and then shot at a
group of men, killing six of them. They departed after warning the population to leave
the region within twenty days.

LA COMUNIDAD LIBREMENIE

«FARTICIPA EN LOS

TRAEAJOS COMUNITARIOS
+DICE ND A LA INJUSTICIA
EIMPUNIDAD DE LOS HECHOS

.NO FARTICIPA EN LA GUERRA .
&F  'DIRCLTA O INDIRECTAMENTE

NI PORTA ARMAS

-ND MANIPULA NI ENTRELA
INFORMALCION A NINCUNA
DE LAS PARTES.

WJ&&; m@‘

The sign at the entrance to the Peace Community San José de Apartadé reads:

This community freely participates in comimunity work, says no to injustice and impunity,
doesn’t participate directly or indirectly in the war nor carry arms, doesn’t manipulate or
pass on information to any side.” Photo: PBI Colombia Project

At the time of the massacre, two PBI observers were in the urban centre of San
José de Apartadd, an hour's walk from La Unién, where they heard the sound of a
helicopter and noticed that the troops of the counter-guerrillz *Battalion 35" had
surrounded the area. They immediately informed the Colombian military and civilian
authorities, the diplomatic corps and the UN of the massacre and then accompanied
members of the San José de Apartadd cormmunity to La Unién to confirm what had
happened. At the same time the Colombia Project Office in London alerted regional
representatives who in turn contacted country groups to activate their international
Support Networks,

The PBI USA ofice immediately contacted Support Network members, many of
whaom are congresspeople or senators, asking them to express their concern to the
Colombian authorities and to call on them to take immediate action to protect the
internally displaced communities. The group also activated its Emergency Response
Network (ERN), whose members were asked to lobby their congresspeople, senators
and the US State Department 1o take action. This integrated approach maximised the
effectiveness of the alert. This pressure from the international community resulted in an
investigative commission being sent to San José de Apartadd, in representations to the
Colombian government from the UN, European Parliament, the Foreign Ministries and
diplomatic missions of numerous states. PBI subsequently met with General Fernando
Tapias, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, the Vice-Minister of the Interior
and the Vice-President of Colombia. PBI continues to accompany the displaced
population in San José de Apartadd.
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PEACE BRIGADES INTERNATIONAL

Peace Brigades International Finances 2000

Peace Brigades International Expenditure
US$1.37m for the year 2000

Project Co-ordination Costs $0.3m International Secretariat Costs $0. Im

Ciher $0.02m \

Project Field Expenses $0.95m

Peace Brigades International Income
US$1.41m for the year 2000

Income raised by Projects $0.6m

e e / E---_—---._. T

Other $0.01m Incorme raised by PBI Country Groups $0.8m

The full global and projects accounts are avallable irom the PBI International Office, 5 Caledonian Rd,
London N1 9DX or on the PBl website: www.peacebrigades.org

Financial information on the income and expenditure for the work of PBI country groups is not included in the
information above. See page |2 for contact detalls if you require this information from individual country groups.
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Thanks! Peace Brigades International would like to thank all those who supported our
work in 2000 with time, energy and financial resources.

Action des Chrétiens pour I'Abolition de la torture (ACAT Switzerland),
Ausschul3 fir Entwicklungsbezogene Bildung und Publizistik (ABP),

Ayuritamiento de Irufia-Pamplona, . Ayuntamiento de Valladolid,
AWED Charitable Trust, - - Bernisches HEKS-Komitee (Bern), Bistum Hildesheim,
British Embassy {DFID),
Canadian Auto Workers (CAW), Carfucio Association,
Catholic Institute for International Relations, Compton Foundation,
Diakonisches Werk Referat Menschenrechte, ECHO,
. Bine-Welt-Laden Rissen, Evangelische Kirche Deutschland,

Evangelisch—reformierte Kantonalkirche St. Gallen,
Evangelisch—reformierte Kirche Kanton Schaffhausen,

Evangelische-reformierte Kirchgemeinde Zug, _ Fvangelisch—reformierte
Synodalverband Bern-Jura, Fons Catala, George Cedric Metcalf Charitable Foundation,
Gobierno de Cantabria, . Iglesia Valdese (ltaly),

Just Trust, : Katholische Kirche Basal-Stadt, | i
Katholischer Fonds Eine-Welt-Kooperation, Kriens hilft
Menschen in Not, _ Merck Foundation, | “Il, Misereor,

Norddeutsche Stiftung fir Umwelt und Entwicklung,
Okumenischer Rat der Kirchen, ' ' Oxfam (DFID),
Peacefund Canada, i Portuguese Embassy (CSTET), ' Progama por la
Paz, Quaker Peace and Social Witness-Bernal Brett Bequest, Renens City Councll,
1. Rockwood Fund, i [ Samuel Rogers Trust,
SCIAE ¢ Sisters of St. Joseph (London, Ontario), | Swiss State,
[\ Tavola Valdese, Trocaire,
Westcroft Trust,
Anonymous donor, ' - , Patricia Beetle, : . Mary Ann & John Brock, v Brooks Margaret
& John Carecdio, Roy Eastman, . Bill Houston, | . Hizabeth Lamb,

Marina & Philippe Gobet-Rampini, ' Erika Meier, i Peg Morton,
Joseph de Rivera, : Marian & Hans Sinn, . Carol & Charles Spring,
Nick Sturge, i Heinke Wendt, |




PBI Country Groups

PBI Australia

PO Box 186,

Northbridge,

WA 6865, AUSTRALIA

Tel: 61-8-9227-7880 Fax: 61-8-9227-7889
Email: pbi.australia@bigpond.com

PBI Belgium

Rue Saint Christophe, 38
1000 Bruxelles, BELGIUM
Tel: 32-2-511-14-98

Ermail: pbibe@mail. beon.be

PBI Britain

la Waterlow Road

London NT9 5NJ, LK
Tel/Fax: 44-(0)20-7281-5370
Email: pbibritain(@gn.apc.org

PBI Canada

427 Bloor Street West, Suite #201,
Teronto M5S 1X7,

Ontario, CANADA,

Tel: [-416-324-9737 Faq |-116-324-9757
Email: pbican@web.ca

PBI Germany

PBI Deutscher Zweig. eV,

Hohenesch 72,

22765 Harnburg, GERMANY

Tel: 49-40-380-6903 Fax: 49-40-386-9417
Email: phiger(@shaiom.life.de

PBI Italy

Regicne Bavento, |

10090 Sciclze (TO), [TALY
Tel: 39-01 |-960-3567
Ermail: pbito@inrete.tt

hilaking space for peace

PBI Luxembourg

29 rue de Bonnevoie

L1260 Luxembourg, LUXEMBOURG
Tel: 35-2-2629-6001

Ermail: pbilux@yahoo.com

PBI Netherlands

Korte Breestraat 30

3311 ND Dordracht, NETHERLANDS
Tel: 31-78-631-83-69

Email: icpbi.nl@arntenna.nl

PBI Norway

Sclidaritetshuset, Osterhausgata 27

0183 Oslo, NORWAY

Tel: 47- 2298- 9333 Fax: 47- 2298- 9301
Email: pbi-norge@<tudorg uio.no

PBI Spanish State

PO Box 2042

01080 Vitoria Gasieiz, SPAIN
Tel: 34-945-171-804

Email: pbispain@jet.es

PBl Sweden

Blomstigen 10

$-424 37 Angered, SWEDEN
Tel46-31-331-3110

Emait: info@pbi.nu

PBI Switzerland

Quellenstr, 31

CH-8005 Zurich, SWITZERLAND
TelfFax: 41-1-272-2776

Emall: pbizurich@dataway.ch

PBI USA
428 8th St. S.E., 2nd Foor
Washington DC 20003, USA

Tef: 1-202- 544- 3765 Fax: 1-202- 544- 3766

Email: phiusa@igc.apc.org

European Office

Rue Saint-Christophe 38
1000 Bruxelles, BELGIUM
TelFax32-2-511-1498
Email: pbibeo@wanadoo.be

Projects

CENTRAL AMERICA/MEXICO
PROJECT

Ermall: pbimepi@skynet be

OJECT
T

INDOMESIA/EAST TIMOR PROJECT

oundary Tral

Qf
A a0
LISA

Tef e

Ermail: adrmini@

PB! International Office, 5 Caledonian Rd  London N 90K « UK = Tel: 44-(0320-7713-0392
Fax: 44-(0120-7837-2290 * Email: pbiio@@gn.apc.org = Web site: hitp:/Awvww. peacebrigades.org




