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HUMAN RIGHTS

According to Human Rights Warch!, “Civilians suffer the brunt of the conflict, as every year thousands become
displaced by the violence, losing their homes and livelihoods. Forced disappearances, extrajudicial executions, targeted
assassinations, threats, and kidnappings remain commonplace. The vast majority of abuses remain unaddressed”.
We would like to draw your attention to the following twe reports: the first is from the Colombian Commission of
Jurists (CCJY, attacking the problem of forced displacement; the second comes from the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights (ICHR), highlighting the serious situation foced by women in the conflict.

Forced displacement:
a strategy to expropriate others’land

ceording 1o the CCT report, “in many cases, forced displacement has been utilized as
a method 1o consolidate the monopoly over farmland. through violence and legal
traps carried out by mainly paramilitary groups, cither with the support of or lack of
intervention by the Colombiun armed and police forces. in conjunction with local and
national autherities. (...} Currently, some ot21 the most important governmental
pilicies support lavze scale legalization of Lhe land seisure carried aboul by paramilitary groups.”
According 1o the CCJ, government proposuls Lor the demohilization of paramilitary groups
serve he same parpose, peinting oul that the High Coinmissioner for Peace, Luis Carlos Restrepo,
has clearly expressed this intention: the ohjective of “programs of productive projects for peace”,
destined for “reinserted” paramilitarics, oy “teanination of a rural non-producrivencys which
fad become a way of life invarions regions of the country due 10 the presence of illegal groups”.
Sconverting them (the paramilitarics) inro property holders and iniegrating them o viable
busineses™ "t
Faced with this phenomenon, “in various parts of Colombia, communilies of displaced
persons or those at risk of forced displacement, men and women small farmers and communities
of African descendents and indigenous peoples all oppose this policy and ate demanding, through
legal action and civil resistance, their right 1o a lite with honor, the restitution of their werritones
and a rewarn o these same terrignes under secure and dignitied conditions. Nevertheless, these
iniatives have been cither disregarded or lubeled by the sovernment as contrary (o pence,”

Women as victims, and also bearers of hope

n their report, the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights (1ICHR)
“eommunicales and reiterates its serious
concern fur the suffering endured by
Colombian women because of the violence
and discrimination agzravated by the armed
conflict”. Furthermere, the report poinls om
“the extraordinary efforts by Colombian
women o cope with the adversity of the
internal armed confliet”, that they are “not
ordy victims of structural discrimination and
violence, which is exacerbated by the internal
armed conflict, they are alse the bearers of
imuatives of inclusion. demacratizaticn and
anthentic peace-muking Tor the Colombian
State and sociery.”

Particularly serious are the aumerous
ocecasions in which women’s rights are
diminished within the context of armed
conllict simply because they arc women,
Violence uzainst women is uscd as a war
stralegy by actors in the armed conflici, in
their effort 1o gain control of land and
communitics, The Cammission’s Rapponeur
jdentificd four main manifestatons of
vielence that especially affect women. "First,
the actors in the armed conflict cmploy
different farms of physical, psycholugical and
sexval (... ). dehumanizing the victim, injuring

Peasaat-farnter in setlesment of displaced
prersoens, La Honda, Medellin

her fammily eircle and/or spreading terror in
her community (. .). Inthis kind of violence,
women can be direct targets or collateral
vicums {...). Seccond, there exisls viglence
intended 10 cause the foreed displacement o
women from theirterritory and the consequent
remaoval from their homes, daily lives,
community and family, Third, sexual violence
can be involved in the forced recruitment of
women, destined 10 make them render sexual
services {...). Fourth, there is violence
intended ta constantly subject women 1o
measures of social control imposed by the
lezal armed groups (...). The situstion for
indigenous and Afro-Colombisn wamen 13
particularty eritical, as they are victims of
multiphe forms ot discrimination, such as
racial and ethnic, in addition to the fact of
being o woman™.

Human Rights Walch, “Waorld Reporn 257"
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ORGANIZATIONS/DEFENDERS

Increase in harassment and threats against defenders

uring the last tew months of 2006,

members of PBL Colombia

observed a sharp increase in

threats and harassmens leveled

aguinst accompanied human rights
defenders and communities in many regions
of the country,

In the Llrabi region, residents of the San
José de Apartads Peace Community released
o pablic statemient' expressing concern ahout
g group of 30 to 40 armed men, wearing AUC
(United Self-defense Groups of Colombia)
handkerchiefs, in a home close o San
Josesite. The supposed paramilitary group
asked for names of local Jeaders and declared

their main mission 10 be the extermination of

the Peace Community. They accused the
Communily of being guerilla and indicated
that the presence of “gringos™ represented 1he
sole roadblock in the implementation of the
STOUP S MISsion,

Similarly, in the Chocd region. Enrigue
Petro and inhabitants of the Curbaradd
Humanitarian Zone have also experiencing an
increase in hostilities, Since April of 2006,
PBI has been present in process of creating
this zone, through the accompaniment of the
Imter-ecelesiastical Justice and Peace
Commission (CIIP), in their support of the
farmers’ construction of the zone on Don
Petro’s property. Up until April, this land had
been dominated by the illegal cultivation of
African palm, but persistence on the part of
these farmers has led w the ferimation of a
humanitarian zone on a small piece of land.
Howewver, far from achieving respect for their
rights, the community has heen unable 1o live
in peace. In October, CUP condemned’ a
conversation that had taken place between
palm workers which sugeested that Don Petro
"must be removed, willingly or not”. This
threatening comment eccurred one month
after he bhad received other wverbal
intimidation: “at the moment it is not possible
Lo touch Enrique Petro because he is always
with the gringos, but we will get at what hurts
him maore, his family™? Added to these threats
is mlarmation from the region of a presumed
paramilitary group identified as the " Aguilas
Negris*,

Intimidation has also knocked on the
door at the Mamnel Cepeda Foundation in
Bogotd. In November, men armed with assault
weapons slopped the vehicle assigned by the
Admimstrative Security Department (DAS)
to Ivin Cepeda and Claudia Girdn, both of
whom are members of the Manuel Cepeda
Foundation. Neither was in the vehicle at the
{ime, but the men proceeded to search the
other passengers, presenting themselves o the

driver and hodyguard as members of the
National Police Intelligence Unit. Later, this
same governmenial entity denied any such
operations at the time and place of the
incident.

Meanwhile, in Valle del Cauca, the
existence of a presumed legal set-up against
thirteen social leaders, unionists, political
organizers for the opposition and human
rights defenders hus come to light. The set-
up secks to link these individuals with
rebellion and terrorism. Included is a list in
which Berenice Celeyta Alayon, president of
NOMADESC who receives accompaniment
from PBI, is named alongside Marta Ascuntar
and Fernando Sidnchez, both coordinators of
the Valle de Caunca chapter of the Commirttee
for Solidarity with Political Prisoners
(FCSPP). Ascuntar and Sanchez were forced
o leave Colombia temporarily afier their
names appeared in this missive”

This harassment is causing adverse
elfects on the development of the work that
these human rights defenders seck to carry
out in Colombia. At this time, the
responsible entities have not offered any
clarification regarding the investigations into
these threats.

| “Las amenazax persisen”, Comunidad de Paz de San José
de Apartadi, Soptember 26, 2006

“Nuevos plancy de actuacidn comrs Enmigue Petm y Zeaas
Hooasdtacias™, Inter-ceclesiastical Justice and Peacs
Comission, Ocisher 21, 06

Inferme 73, Inier-ecclesiastical Justico and Peace
Comission, September 22, 20k

* T

“Planean dewencidn masiva contrs desfacados dingentes
del Walle del Cavea”™, Lirgent Action published by FCSPR,
NOMADESC, SINTRAEMCALL cic, Celober 2. 200K

W warmen from all over the country 10 come
together to build a monument for peace. Dressed for mourning., thousands of women walked wgether on the side of the road,
from Bolivar Plaza, in the city center, to the park on
Street, and along 7™ and 15th Avenues. C signs with

s calling lor justice and ruth, the women walked the length
of the streets in remembrance of those who have been killed.
disappeared or kidnapped during the armed confTict. Along the wa
there were tents from organizations such as the Movement of
Victims, the organizations Daughters and Sons for Ren

I Against Impunity, and Famil mik

vide info
s that have oc

the Patriotic Union, in order to p
about the murders and mass ver the years
in the Colombian conflict. Many of the thousands of people who
pass by each Sunday on the public bicyele route drew closer that
morning of December 10" 10 ask about the event and read the names
ved on the bricks lining the streets. Perhap

of the deceased. en

when they set oul that day, most didn’t even know it was
International Human Rights Day. However, thanks to such an
initiative friom civil society, this day finally did not go unnoticed,




B Communities In resistance

Recognition in Germany for the “untiring and
intrepid work” of Anita from CAVIDA

n the presentation of the Solidarity Award this past December, the German city

of Bremen recognized the work of two Colombian women accompanied by

PBI: Ana del Carmen Martinez of CAVIDA and Carolina Pardo Jaramillo of

[nler-ecelestastical Justice and Peace Commission. The judges bighlighted that

botly women distinguish thenwselyes in their “untiring and intrepid work” in favor of

the Humanitarian Zone in the border region with Panama, where they have constantly
been exposed (o threals and persecution by armed actors.

Antta, as Ana del Carmen is lovingly referred to in her community, spoke with PBI

in her return o the Humanitarian Zone “Nueva Vida™ about the importance of the

award for CAVIDA.

What is sipnificant aboul receiving the
Solidarity Award from Bremen?

It was very important! The human cord — the
support network for CAVIDA — is very large
and it’s important for us 1o have this
inlernational support. People in other
countries value us more than they do in
Colombia. where they displace, kill, and
uproot s, What has 1he Government done?
Nothing, it just investigates us while the
military agencies  and
paramilitaries luke away our
tund. The European Union
COVErNMents Support us.
which gives us strength 10
keep resisting. The award
represents  internaticonal
backing for our project and
public recognition of the
works 50 that the truth doesn 't
remain hidden. that the truth
is spoken.

Who and how was CAVIDA
chosen for the award?
Bread f[or the World
nominated Carolina Pardo
from the Inter-ecclesiastical
Justice and Peace
Commission amnd me from CAVIDA. Last
vear we received an invitation 1o 2o 1o South
Africa from Miscereor. | wenl alone 1o
represent the community and what 1 shared
nnpacted those who were presenl, they
learned of our story and il atiracted the
attention of Bremen

Elzg de Oesterheld (Argentina), representative of the Commission of
Moihers and Relalives ol Disappeared Garmans and Kuno Hauck
(Germany), spokesparson for the Coalition against Impunity in Argantina
Sumaya Farhal-Maser (Palesiing) and Gila Svirsky {Israsl}

Marguerite Barankilse and Melanie Nilahongendera, Rwanda

Madjsl Bouta (Algeria), Hafl Arachchi Indra Samanmalie (S0 Lanka) and

BrigitieErlar {Garmany)

What woy your best mament in Germany?
When they gave us the iward! CAVIDA s a
commurity that struggles for peace, which is
why we won this award, We dedicate it 1o all
of those in solidanity who have passed irough
CAVIDA, they are part of the process. PRI,
the Inter-ceclesiastical Justice and Peace
Commission and CAVIDA are like a marriage,
they can hanve problems but no matter what
we are and will comtinue 1o be a couple.

The fuiure peneration af CAVIDA 1 one of the seitlements

0 Jorge Man/Surimages

And the most difficult moment?

The language, I don’t speak German. We
traveled a ot giving speeches, and there were
times Tdidn 1 know whal was happening, but
I wunted (o make use of the momenis 1o show
what is bappening in Colombia, Uribe talks
like our country s a paradise, but it's not, We
carry a sign with the 86 dead or disappearcd

Bremen Solidarity Award

Anira, from CAVIDA

victims of the community. It feels safer o
express oneselt outside the country. The first
people who zave testimonies in Colambia
about what they did 1o us can’1 live here
anymore. Here, when they speak, they re
afraid although they won't show i,

What do vou think aboul the granting of

this award f(en years after the
displacement?

1175 the Fest time CAVIDA receives an award
like this, The award is economically important
and we e going to invest it so that it benefits

the entire community,

What is the significance of the award for
Justice and reparation?

They gave us the uward because we gssert our
rights. Its important because, although the
Colombian government doesn 1 recognize it,
others do. It"s mora) suppert, like a vitamin.
For ten years we have exposed the
connections and now even the same State
agencies realize the truth,

What are voor wishes for 20077

That they returmn the land they ek trom us,
that they let us live. A lot of blood has been
shed. We hope thai the Inter-cectesiastical
Justice and Peace Commissicn and PBI don’t
leave us alone,

Han Deng-Fang, China

Aung San Suu Kyi, Myanmar, Burma

Davi Copenawa, indiganouws leader, Yanomami,
Braxzil

Lutheran Bishop Medardo €. Gdmez and Temasa
rie Jesds Ruiz, CAIPDES, El Salvador

Winnie and Melson Mandala, South Alrica




[ impunity

he jungle between Colombia and

Panama is ancestral territary for

indigenous peoples and Afro-

Colombians, who established their
commumlies in this region long before
the first signs of progress came o the
zone, Towards the end of 1990, a military
operation carried out by the public
security forces began to reclaim the
region from dominance of the FARC-EP
(Armed Revelutionary Farces of
Colombia). Operation  “Genesis”
unfolded in February of 1997 in the
Lower and Mid-Atrato River region,
which meunt indiscriminate
bombardments' over various settlements
in the watersheds of Salaqui, Cacarica
and Truandd. At the same time. in the
same zone, there were disappearances
and massacres  carried out  hy
paramilitaries. The consequence of these
attacks was massive displacement of the
civilian population, clese (o 5,000
individuals fled 1o Turbo, Apariads,
Quibdd, Medellin, the Atlantic and
Pacific coasts and even Panama. The
Polhitica]l Violence Database documents
many of the attacks in the region,
demonstrating eollaboration between the
public securnity forces and paramilitaries,
Some of these crimes are barbarian, such
as the case of 1he peasant-farmer Marino
Lapez Menu, whose severed head was
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Operation Genesis: ten years later

used as a football by the
military and paramilitaries
present during Mena's
exceion,

In 1997, due to the
insecurily o - 2ihe
inhabitants in the region,
the [nter-American
Commission on Human
Rigzhts (ICHR) sought the
adoption of precautionary
measures for those who
were displaced 10 Turbo
by the violence. Just a few
days before the decision of the ICHR was
to he handed down, twao armed
individuals identified as paramilitarics
entered the sports stadivm in Turbo
looking for one of the displaced persons',
During this period, PB1 volunteers
accompanied members of the community
while they stayed in the stadium.

1,500 displaced persons from the
Cacarica river hasin joined together to
form Caommunities of Self-determination,
Life and Dignity (CAVIDA). Throuvghout
the following three years, they negotiated
the conditions of their return with the
State until finafly. in 2001, the inhabitants
returned to Cacarica to establish
themselves in two settlements. Once
returned, they saw that the tropical forest
had been cleared of its hundred-year old
trees, making way for large scale
cconomic projects, Within this context
and faced with the presence of differeni
armed groups in the zone, the members
of CAVIDA decided rto establish
humanitarian based on the
international humanitarian right that
demands a distinction of the civilian
population [rom military targets’,

Ten years after Operation Genesis,
many communities have returned inan
organized manner  their lands, like in
Tiguarniando, Curbaradd and Cacarica.
These communilies. with the suppot of

ZONES,

accompan ying organizations such as the
Inter-ceclesiastical Justice and Peace
Commission (CLIP). are demanding
recognition of responsibility for what
happened, an ¢nd to the harassment
against their initiatives for return and a
solution in the form of reparution and
devolution of their land. They also seck
vespect for their territorial rights and the
cessation of palm plantations on their

Muiment in memary of the deceased from CAVIDA

t Photo: Scbaxticn Receriers)

praperties.  Nonetheless, crimes
perpelrated by armed groups, such as
persecution,  threats and  the
disappearance of community members
conrinue throughout the Lower and Mid-
Atrato, The disappearance and murder of
Orlando Valeneia®, leader of Jiguamianda
and Curbaradd basins, on Qctober 13,
2003 is one of the maost recent cases and
symbalizes the violations suffered by the
population in the region,

Meanwhile. re-population,
implementation of productive projects
within collective lerritory and, according
to the Urabi Regional Public Defender’s
office, the strong cconomie and palitical
power which remain active in
paramilitary structures, are proof of
impunity®. In spite of repeated
denouncemenis. nol one person
responsible for Operation Genesis has
been sentenced.

CAVIDA and CIIP orgzanized an
ceological walk in Cacarica on Febraary
15 in order not to [oreet the violence
that ook place ten years ago and at the
same lime to condemn the ongoing
violations against Alro-Colombian and
indigenous communitics of the Lower
and Mid-Atrato. The walk retraced [he
same path taken by some of this
displaced poputation. PBI joined the
pilgrimage. alongside members of

CAVIDA and CLIP
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B Violations of DDHH for economic Interests

The PPT judges transnational mining compz

e Mining Section of the Permanent
Pur:pic.ﬁ_’ Tribunal {PPT} on
E{HHHW’!‘I-!.M corporatians and the
rights of Colfnbiass ok place on

November 10 and 11, 2006. The PPT
represents an alternative justice system lar
vietims in their search fertruth, justice and
integral repuration: judging crimes against
hamanity commitied against the Colombi ‘e
people by national egonomic grofips E]n* ,.f"
ransnational corporations operating within i
the country, Arbitrators of the PPT are b
backed by international conventions,
separate from judicial structures within the
country, representing the ethical conscience
of the people,

During the hearing.a careful contextual
H_Il_.ihl_\'hih and numertus accusalions Wiy
presented involving the transnationals
Drummend, CEMEX, Ladrillera Samafe,
Holeium, Muriel, Glencore-Xsirata, Anglo
American, BHP Billiton and Anglo Gold,
all of which operate mines in Colombia,
These cases were brought before the PPT

by social and popular organizations -
cancerned about the active role these ™
corporations play in the socie-political and —_—
military conflict in Colombia, as well as Loz
thetr protagonism in an economic model =
that sericusly restricts the fulfillment of } e ::
Colombians " economic, social, uull_unli.ﬁm! - - 'ﬁ o
environmental gights, i & E
The convoking organizitions presented 3 el E
cases linking enterprises and paramilitary ;1. - o
groups in favor of their interests. They ol R . =
reported the systematic and general use of " end &
massacre, uxirajl,l.{j'ii:i.'ﬂ assassination, .ln ;‘.
' wa =

L -

B Impunity

F0 e MataSprimsges)

™ -
foreed” disappearunce and arhitrary
Ydetention as a siralegy of terror 1o Ledr apan
the social fabric and guarantee the sirategic
territorind control of mining corporations.
Likewise, orzanizations denoinced various
companies for their responsihility in the
persecution and murder of trade union
members from SINTRAMINERCOL, The
Tribunal also heard accusations against the
Colombian government for violation of the
right to self-determination, in is failure 10
fulfill the obligation of prior consultation
with indigencus and Afro-descendant
cominunities before handing oul contracts
for exploration and exploitation of patursl
resources in their lerritories. The rights o
territorial self-determination and prior
consultation are protected by Convention
169, a contract between indigenous and
tribal peaples approved by the Labour
Organization in June of 1989 and ratified
by the Colombian State on August 7, 1991,
Article 7 of the Colombian Constitution
also “recognizes and protects ethnic and
cultural diversity in the Colombian nation”,
The mining issue was the second ol
seven themes submitted for judgment in
the PPT bevween October of 2003 and July
of 2008, The Tribunal hosted a new section
about biodiversity in Cacarica, February
24 - 27,

“Total disrespect for victims”

Where are Angel and Claudia? This is the gquestion their loved ones and members of the Association {or

Relatives of (he Detained-Disappeared (.
disappeared six y

lines of non-governmental organizations and civil servants, including thos

S) ask cuch day. These 1w
right in the ¢ity center of Medellin. Investigations

members ol this NGO
ated that 1,808 telephone
ngel Quintero and Claudia

Monsalve, had been illegally imercepted under the command of Lieuwtenant Coronel Mauricic Suntoyo.
In spite of the illegal operation, Sunloyo was promoted 1o Chief of Secunty lor

=

the preside fier the election of Alvaro Uribe in 2002, And, although in 2004, the

Allorney (

s office ordered that he be dismissed from office und prevented
ce ag ) of Defense
ation 1o the armed forces and soon Santove will resume his path
nyo free and promoted him, This is total disrespect Tor the
‘ADDES. While

s the

rance of

Angel and Claudia and their cases remain in impunily. Their bodies may have heen

ppeared, but their stories cannot be Torgotten.

o ol ey o o

.. .




CURRENT EVENTS

n November 2000, the Supreme Law
Court issued arrest warrants for three
members of Congress and began an
investigation into another group of
six congressmen for their supposed links
with paramilitary head “Jorge 407, The
information comes from his computer,
along with various recordings and the
lestimony of ex-paramilitary Jairo Castillo.
The evidence appears to be so conclusive
that the journal Semena published an article
entitled “the evidence speaks for itsell™,
This sitnation has led both the Auorney
General and the State Prosecutor 1o declare

“BOOO™ case, relerring to a scandal in which
ex-President Ernesto Samper Pizano and a
group of congressnen were found o be
involved in a case concerning the
penetration of mafia money in their political
campaigns.

Senatar Alvaro Aradjo — linked 10 the
seandal — affirmed that if the Supreme
Court were 10 impose a verdict upon him,
others would also be implicated, including:

i_Tht*-'; unveiling of “para” politics in Colombia

Parallel (o the judicial processes, the
Alterative Democratic Pole political party.
imtroduced a debate in the Senate about
these ties, denouncing paramilitary
influence in the Stale Attorney s office.
Additional information appears in the
“Jorge 40" computer about the relatienship
between the public security forces and
paramilitaries in the Atlantic coast. The
attorney general formally filed charges
against ex-Director of the Administrative
Security Department (DAS), Jorge
Noguera, for helping and handing over
information 1o paramilitacy groups. Within
its functions, DAS acts as a civil
intelligence corps, and a judiciul police
corps, which in conjunction with the
Attorney General protects the President.
The president of the Judicial Appeal Court
is also compromised in this situation.
accused by the disciplinary court of having
ties 10 a member of the Ttalian mafia

Although this scandal is focused on the
constal region, other mvestigalions have
sprung up in other parls of the country, like

1
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Dewmtonstration during Mancipse hearing
(6 Jorge AlarafSurimages)

Casamure - where there links cxist between
politicians and paramilitury Buitrago
Martin Llimos’. Likewise, a document
signed in 2001 by four paramilitary leaders.
a group of
representatives and others - a total of thirty
two politicians from the coastal area -
reveals their commitment 1o defend the
political thesis of the AUC o “reestablish
our motherland™,

four scenators,  seven

his sister, Foreign Secretary Consuclo
Aradjo, who has since resigned. his aunt’s
ex-hushband and Attorncy General Edgardo .
Maya, his cousin and Constitutional Court
Judge, Juime Aradjo and. lastly, his very
own boss, President Alvaro Uribe.

Paramilitary statements

Paramilitary leaders Jorge 40, Salvatare Mancuso and Dicgoe Veeine declared
themselves ready 1o tell the whole truth, However, during Mancuso s hearings, the
press saw “little truth™; as varicos aothors of the crimes mentioned by Mancuso
are pow deceased. imprisoned or fugitives from justice. There was debate recarding
whether these hearings should be public. Later, under pressure from natiopnal and
international human rights organizations, the State Atorney and TV Commission
agreed that the “para” confessions should be ransmitted live and direct. However,
the Commitee for Justice and Peace concluded that some parts of the hearings
should not be made public in order to protect the investigations and integrity of the

victims. '
New paramilitary groups?

According to the Espectador newspaper’. the Public Defender noted the
existence of more thun twenty armed structures acrass the country that, arguing for
the preservalion of security in these regions which have registered demohilizations.
seek to suaranice control of local and regional political electoral machinery through
vialent actions and armed induction, These are the so-called Aguilas Negras.

Alongside all of this, it is important o draw attention o the report by the Truth
Commission about the siepe of the Palace of Justice in 1985. Three conclusions
have been most widely disscminated: the faet that President Belisario Betancourt
was a mere spectatar of the events: that the hodies of various magistrates recetved
wounds {rom weapons not used by the guerrilly, showing thal the military s
intervention prioritized the killing of gucrrillas rather than the rescue of victims,
and; that the M-19 would have received resources from drug-lealficking Lo carry
out the siege,
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talked fo PBI about their work.

. What were the reasons thai
encouraged you fo found the Luis
Carfos Pérez Lawyers Collective?

We had ull recently graduated from
wniversity and had previous work
expericnce with communitics, the displaced
population, youth, and prasant farmers. We
didn’t want to carry out our profession in
the wraditional way: we wanted to be
lawyers serving the people, o practice law
in an alternative manner and, above all,
accompany social and conununily causes.
Al the time, Bucaramanga had become a
receiving zone for people forcibly displaced
from Magdalena Medio, Catatumbo and
Arauca. That is. the zone was undergoing a
sertous humanitarian crisis, and there was
no organization in the region that
accompanied social organizations and
NGOs, from a legal perspective. n their
defense of human rights.

Sigaing the canfract with CALCP

Why did yon decide to seek
international accompaniment from
PBI?

Over the years. our risk has inereased
considerably hecause of the causes we
accompany, the zones we work i and our
position on the defense of human rights.
We knew of the work and PBI's
commitient to other human nghts NGOs,
which led us to explore the possibility of
requesting this accompaniment.

The Luis Carlos Pérez Lawyers Collective (CALCP) was bom in
Sepfember of 200] in Bucaramanga in order to provide
accompaniment to social, communify and union organizations
as well as communities of displaced and vulnerable
populations in the region. Currently, CALCP carries oul
important consultafive work for the indigenous peoples Motilén
Bari in Catatumbo, who struggle to survive and preserve their
ancestrai teritfory. Judith Maldonado,one of the NGO lawyers, |

af P84\

You work in regions that
are  siffering
humanitarian
focusing on the defense of

political prisoners, the displaced

SEFLOY
CFInes,

populsiion, and criminalized socfal

and community feaders. What are the

preatest difficulties yon encounter in
your work?

We move within zones under
considerable paramilitary, social, economic,
political and military control. The State is
disinterested in carrying out its obligations.,
in particular regarding the prosection of
human rights. In addition, the antisocial and
criminal policies of the corrent government;
the open and concealed complicity of the
State and ils security agencies in the
violation of human rights make our work
even more difficult, causing labeling,
persecution and a gencral increase in
Oppression against us.

CALCP advises and accompanies a
process of resistance and provides
defense of indigenous territory for the
Motilin Bari Pueblo in Calatumbo
who oppose the presence of il
companies in their terrifories. How
would you define the cuarrent
parorama of this process and what are
the greatest challenges for 20072

Violation of the rights of the Pueblo
Bari has heen open, evident and verified,
as have the threats o their survival, ethnig
imtegrity and culture. However, the State,
through the appropriate agencies, has not
resporndded to the complaints, appeals and
solicitations ol the indigenous people. To
protect themselves, the Pueblo Bari
implemented legal actions, strengthencd
their organization, carried out traiming and
acted through political advocacy. visibility
and denouncement. This led ta the
suspension of oil and seismic explorations.
However, we believe thal this interruption
is more closely finked to the interest in
starting {fuwmigations in this stralegic zone
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Indigenous peaples Marilon Bari

in order to guarantee displacement and
plundering of lands [or the eventual retum
of ¢xplorations and exploitations.

How do youw evaluate the governnent s
response  toe  the siluation of
displacement and violence in the
northeast of the country?

There has been no kind of response and
the little attention they have paid is through
the uvse of funding reccived from
international cooperation. It is clear that this
situation has been abundonded. even the
Constitutionad Court bas said that. first of
all, the State is pot aware of the dimensions
ol the problem, second. it doesn’l have
suflicient resources 1o address the problem
and finally, it doesn’l coordinate attention
to displaced population with local bodies
and institutions. nor does it invite the local
population to participate.

This is a region where paramilitaries
have an open presence, using the name
Aguilas Negras. The State has an inlerest
in exploiting the natural resources and
installing mega-projects in the region, not
in protecting hurman rights,




PEACE BRIGADES INTERNATIONAL

embers of the
Barrancabermeja  team
accompanied
represenfatives of the Luis
Carfos Péréz Lawyers Collective
(CALCP) in a visil to indigenous group
Motilén Bari for a march and public
hearing in Tiba, North of Santander. The
evenl leok place on Qctober 12, 2006 and
was organized by the Motilon Bari to
denounce serious violations of their
human rights. such as restrictions on the
free movement of individuals, cultural
and subsistence activities, as well as
indiseriminate attacks, including
bombing and direct aggressions against
members of the Bari community.
Added lo these wiolatious is the
Ministry of the Environment’s
concession im  May 2005 of
Environmental License No. 0024 10
ECOPETROL. to set up in ancestral Bari
territory, without prior consultation with
communily and afler the presentation of

OFP celebrates International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women

The Popular Feminist Organization (OFP) was accompanied by members of
the PBI team in Barrancabermera during the event “Vigil for Peace™, which

December 2006:
“Agrarian Encounter
in Magdalena Medio”

Event of annual evaluation
of the space “Table Worthy Life”

promoted by the ACVC,
New Porl Ité, Valley of the River

Cimitarra, Northeast Antioguensa

serious ¢rrors in the environmental
impact study conducted by the oil
company.

The march and hearing brought
together approximately 800 indigenous
people from all Colombian Catalumbo
communities, accompanicd by the
United Nations. international non-
g(wmnmﬂnlal aorganizations, civil
authoritics, the Colombian mulitary,
Church representatives and local and
regional social organizations, More than
seventy indigenous Bari
came {rom Venezuela 1o
march  in  solidarity,
Participants from the
Colombian government
such as the Office on
Ethnicity of the Ministry of
the Interior and the Licenses,
Permits and Procedures
Group of (he Ministry of the
Environment cancelled at
the last minule despite
having received the
invitation two months belore
and having confirmed their
attendance at the event.

he Corporation for the
Defense of Human Rights
(CREDHOS) - human rights
arganization accompanied by

PBI Barrancabermeja - participated in
the pccasion of the end of yvear
celebration for the Campesino
Association of the Cimitarra River
C) in Nuevo Puerto [té

of the Cimitarra River Valley,
northeastern Antioguia. alongside
other human rights organizations. The
three key themes of the evenl were the
humanitarian crisis. fumigations and
the cultivation of coca. and violations
of human rights and international
humanitarian rights which atfect the

communities of the region,

PODOLFD VARLA
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took place en Camilo Torrex Park, Barrancabermerja on Novembher [8, 2006 R ﬁHVlCH ENEI A

for International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women. Five
hundred seats were placed along the length of one of the central avenues,
occupicd by the sarme number of women carrying homemade lanterns, dressed
in black robes and signs announcing the motive and date of death of their
All speeches muade throughout the course of the event
0 1o death and yes Lo life”.

fumily members,
highlighted the theme: “M

OFP vighl in Barrancabenngfa (Phate: OFP)



Investigation of paramilitarism in Sucre

embers of the Bogota
team autended the Public
Hearing on Hurman Rights
in San Onofre, in the
Sucre department, close 1o
the Caribbean coast. [n this event. held
on November 27, PBI accompanied
members of the Manuel Cepeda
Vargas Foundation. Minga, losé
Alvear Restrepo Lawyers Collective
(Ccajur), the Association for
Relatives  of  the Detained-
Disappearcd {ASFADDES) and (ke
Committee of Solidarity with
Political Prisoners (CSPP). This
hearing, convoked hy the Senate
Commission on Human Rights in
conjunction with the National
Movement of Victims of State
Crimes (MdV), represented an
important step forward in the
investigation ol paramilitarism in Sucre.
Representatives of the public security
forces {(Mational Army and National/
Departmental Police), Mayor lorge
Blanco uf San Onofre, the Archhishop of
Sincelejo. Monsignor Neil Beltran and
others were all present at the event. There
wits also representation from the
international community m the form of
members of the Canadian cmbassy. the
MAPP OFEA!, Oxfam and the Colombian
Support Network. These participants,
alongz with more than 1,300 eitizens from
San Onofre and neighbouring villages.
heard the estimonies of eighteen people
{rom the region. who were chosen from
the 160 reports gatherad in the day leading
up to the event. Their tlestimonies
mentoned massive forced displacement.
midss graves, local government corruption,
links between politicians and puramiliarics
and the msufferable situation faced hy
2.162 families as a result of their
displacement'. According 1o a public
statement from the San Onolre community,
“u stuely carcied out by the United Nations
Development Programme (EINDP). diting
from 2003, shows that the pavamliiaries
controlled He of San Onofre™
Senator Alexander Ldpez and
Congressman Wilson Borja  also
coniribuled. while Iviin Cepeda presented
charges und a report compiled by the
MdV. In his statement. Cepeda set oul a
series of accusations against the Mayor
of San Onotre. adding that Blanco was
the sole mrayoral candidate because of
pressure exerted by Rodrigo Mercado

Pelufo. alias “Cardena” and that “his [irst
decision as Mayor was 10 illegally dismiss
all municipal career civil servants in the
administration. replacing them with the
political quotas of the puramilitaries who
also controlled city council™. Towards the
end of his statement, Cepeda, speaking for

Victims of the vioferce i Swcre

the MdV. demanded the mayor’s
resignation and called for a comprehensive
investigation of the evidence submitled by
the Movement for Public Heariugs.
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Human rights
workshop in Casanare

Medellin

Victims want to hear
Mancuso's confession

alvatore Mancuso began his

voluntary confession  on

December 19 in the ¢ity of

Medellin, Mancusoe, formerly
one of the key Ieaders of the United Self-
Defense Forees of Colombia (AUC),
answered for his actions as paramililary
chiefl overa period of more than ten years
before a prosecutor of the Justice and
Peace Unit. Outside of the Palace of
Justice in Medellin, organizalions
requested that Mancuso s declaration be
public. One of those organizations was
the National Movement of Victims of
State Crimies (MdY). including a member
of the Manuel Cepeda Foundation,
accompanicd by PBI, wgether with the
Tudicial Libenty Corporation and other
local NGOs, The State Auorney decided
to impede their entrance, explaming that
it was not a hearing, but rather a stalement
as part of an investigation, thus not public
in natwre. The MdV released a poblic
starement that same day, noting that “once
again 11 1s evident that the victims and
sociely as a whole are denied even the
possibility of hearing the statement of the
perpetrators in a hearing that should be
totally public and open to the entire
country™. Demobilized AUC members
and their familics also demonstrated that
day. carrying banners of suppen for
Mancuso.

n November, PBI accompanied the Foundation Commitiee of Solidarity with

Political Prisoners (FCSPP) o Yopal, capital of the Casanare department, and

to the village of Cunamd, close 1o Bovaca. There were various objectives for

this trip, including the accompaniment of FCSPP s lawyer carrying oul legal
work 10 jurisdiction 45, located within the XVI Brigade, as well as to the Public
Prosecutor’s office, the Yopal prison, and mectings with various family members of
victims of human rights violations, During this trip, PBI met with the scecond in
command and the Hizh Commander of the XV Brigade, PBI also accompanied FCSPP
to Cunamed, where the [awyer carried out a workshop on human rights for the peasant
farmers of the area. The lawyer shared information about the Colombian state agencies
which one can turn to with a case of human rights vielation. the mechanisms and
rights of a person suffering such a violation. and rights in the case of arrest. FCSPP
gathered dencuncements and provided legal advice to residents of Lhe area. those
wha had experienced — either in person or in their family — arbitrary detentions.
disappearances and thrcais by members of the Army. paramilitaries or the goerilla,
FCSPP works in the arca bordering Boyaca-Casanare. alongside the Association for
Relatives of the Detained-Disappeared {ASFADDES) and the Social Corporation for
Commuaity Coasulting and Training (COS-PACC). This is an area in which,
historically, there have been many armed actors and where. currently, the public secuniy

forces are present.




Medellin

Strengthening the organizational capacity of rural farmers in eastern Antioquia

ince April of 2001, the Medellin team has regelarly
accompanied ihe Judicial Liberly Corporation (CIL) in its
visils o Eastern Antioquia (EA). The population in this
region, east of Medellin, has suffered and continues to
suller from serious human rights violations and

international hunumitarian law, including
threats, arbitrary arrests, extrajudicial
executions and forced displacement,
responsibility for which is attributed 1o
illegal armed groups and to the Colombian
public security forces, according to CIL.
This NGO accompanies the victims,
offering legal advice and defense in both
Colombian and international contexts for
cases of human rights violations. CJL ulso
provides workshops in human rights and
health within the rural arcas of EA,
strengthening the organizational capacity of
communities alfected by the Colombian
armed conflict,

On November 27 and 28, two members
of the Medellin team accompanied a

Uraba

Accompaniment in El Moling, Cecomne

A day in the Humanitarian Zone at El Tesoro I

member of CIL to the villages of El Moling and El Jordin, in the
Cocornd municipality, for the presentation of a scxual health
workshop 1o youth in the area. In the fisst lecality, soldiers were
utilizing the installations in the village schoolhouse, Both the
International Commiliee of the Red Cross and the United Mauons

have mentioned thal the presence of
troops in the heart of a village defies
the principle of distinction hetween
combatants and the civilian population,
transforming civil property into a
military target, Year after year, the
United Nations reporls various non-
compliances by the public security
forces of this principle of internmtional
hurnanitarian law, exemplified in the
guerrilla attacks with explosives after
the Army placed a troop ¢ncampiment
within Pedro Nel Iiménez School in
Panamid de Arauca in 2005,

! Heport by United Nations High Commissioner for
Hurnan Righl-\.. 1003

Urabd tean members Moritz Tenthoff, from Holland, and Laia Bertrdn, from Spain, accompanied Sister Cecilia of
the Inter-ecclesiastical Justice and Peace Commission and Father Javier Giraldo ta a remote zone in Chocd to
celebrate the holidays with the communities. This is their report;

ith the construction of the

humanitarian zone on Don

Petro’s land in April of 2006,

many other communilies

bave also begun 1o organize

return to their lands and communities in the

Curbaradd river region. In October 2006,

35 families returned to El Tesoro. The

residents came frem the region of

liguamiandd where, following their

displacement, they lived in the Eella Flor
Remacho humanilarian zone.

Walking along the route from Don

Petro™s land to El Tesoro is like living

through the last ten years that the Afro-
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Hrigadistas e

Colombian and indigenous communities
have experienced in these temritories. YWe
leave surrounded by Africun palm while,
in the distance, high on Cerro Carreperro,
we hear loud explosions. We see helicoplers
of the armed forces flying on the horizon.
In the middle of the palm. we pass the
former hamlet of Andalucia, abandoned wen
years ago, where all that remains is a
schoolhouse amid the green desert. Ten
minutes later, we leave the palm plantations
and cross an abandoned farm. Pzintings
from the paramilitary Peasant Farmer Sell-
Defense Groups of Urabd and Cérdoba
(ACCL and BEC (Elmer Cardenas Bloc)
are still on walls of the
house.

The sun hits us hard
and sweal is pouring
down our backs. It’s a
relief o finally enter the
thick jungle. We pass
abandoned hamlets, some
with houses still intact.
The paramilitary and
military violence has
heen displacing the local
people since 1997, Afler

a decade of massacres, economic blockades
and harassment, hardly anyone remains in
these lands. Those that returmed found that
more than 40,000 hectares of oil palm were
planted in their collective territory.

After two hours ir the jungle. we finally
see signs of life. Asmall dog approaches and
further ahead we hear children’s voices. They
are fishing on the side of the strean that has
been accompanying us the entire way. Half’
an hour later, we pass subsistence crops and.
some two hundred meters ahcad, sce the
entrance to the humanitarian zone. A
complete village, only two months old. in the
middle of the jungle. There s much activity:
smoke rising from the houses, chickens, pigs,
lots of ¢hildren looking at us, smiling at us,
everyone working on something: cleaning
rice, cutting wood, preparing lunch. They hug
us, greet us and inform us that two babies have
been horn since they arrived. Afler ten years
of violence and displacement. the farmers
have returned to what is theirs, “My land is
nearby, but [ prefer to live bere in the
humanitarian zone. We ve heen through
everylhing together. We still need each other”.
says Roberto, one of the jewels from El
Tesoro.

- = |




PBI INTERNATIONAL

Celebration of PBI's
anniversary

. @ Independent film director Rasmus Gerlach
accompanied PBI volunteers {or a iR

i

o 4 : — =g Colombia and Mexica, where he visited
in Spain : f S conllict zones
p __J‘ | wilh lawyers,
-y '

observed
demonstrations,
visited politic
prisaners aind the
homes of
threatened
defenders. His
documentary,
"The Peace

day of celehration vnfolded in
Santander, Spain. for the 25
anniversary of PRI, with
collaboration of International
Cogperation Group and the
Directerale General of European Affairs
and Develepment Coopesation from the Govermmend ol Canlabria. Durmg the event, a seminar
aboul protection for defeaders entitled “Progesses of resistance and international accompaniment”
was carried out and Liam Mahoney and Lois Eorigue Eguren presented their new book, “In

dosé Félix G Callefa (Director of Cantabrian
Government Cooperation), Eduardo Casas {Vice-rector
Liniversipy of Cantabreie), Luix Enrtque Eguren (hook co-
cuthor) and Susan Ferdndez (PRI

good company: International accompaniment for the protection of human rights™. Rainer Huhle, Brizade — with
member of the Nuremburg Human Rights Center {NMRZ), also participated in the event, as a4 r & d

well as Martha Aseuntar, coordinator from the Committee for Sohdarity with Polilical Prisoners ) wards in
(CSPP) in Valle del Cauca. Roly Escobar Ochoea, General Coordinator of Populations and
Marginaltized Arcas of Gualemala (CONAPAMG) and Obtilia Eugenie Manuel, Executive
Secrelary for the Organization of Indigenous Me' Phaa People (OPIMD, among others.

and

siCol!

x 2006, 81 min)
and work of volunteers in the field and
explains, with clear examples, how an
emergency activation of the support
network functions, as well as the work of
activists in the mational
¢ be purchased through
o phi-deutschland.de

shows the daily life

-

EU missions called on to consult with human rights
community

PBI's European Office at the 8" European Union Human Rights Forum

roups. The
documentary
PBI Germany:

@ PBlis in the exploratory phase of the trans-

russels — Women human rights international organizations and human rghts

versalization of

deefepders were one of the focuses

ol interest in the 87 European Union

(EU; Human Rights Corum,
organized by the Finnish Presidency in
Helsinki the 7 and 8 of December, 2006. For
the third consecutive year, PBI’s European
Oftfice (PBI-BEQ) was inviled to participate
in this annual human rights forum organized
by the European Presidency.

Thisx time, the Forum was divided into
three work groups: one dealt with human
rights defenders, another worked on human
rights and the fight against terrorism, while
the final group studied questions relating to
the premotion of human rights and
democracy. PBL representatives actively
participated in the group on human rights
defenders, where  there were  also
representatives (rom the Finnish Presidency,

members ol pacliament, members of

—_—

defenders from many countries like, for
example, Kopila Adhikar, accompanied by
PBIin Nepal.

Some of the most noweworthy conclusions
from the first group refer 1o the
implementation of EU policies regarding
defenders. Concretely, the workgroup deemed
very important that EU diplomatic missions
in the ficld organize consultative meetings
with the local human rights comnwnity in
order o agree upon strategies for effective
policy implementation, placing special focus
on gender. PBI considers that the 64
recommendations rising from the evaluation
conducted by the Austrian Presidency in
June of 2006 constitute an excellent slarting
point lor these consultations. For more
information about the conclusions, sce:
www. protecliononline.org/
spip.phplanticlel 717

From San José de Apartadé to Holland

ilson David Higuita, representative of the Peace
Community of San José de Apartadd, relived the
fistary of the Peace Community for some 400 people
in Amsterdam, Holland, recounting how displacemenis
caused by combat between guerrilla, puramilitaries and

Walxon David

the Armiy, zlong

with constant violations of human rights, led the population to create a pesce community.
Similarly, Wilson rememberaed the death of leader Luis Eduardo Guerra and his loved ones,
ile most recent loss sulferad by San José, and reminded those present that, up until now,
this case renuins m impunity. Daring his tour through Dolland, Wilson was inlerviewed
by Radio Wereldomroep, mel with Amnesty Imternational of Holland and spoke with Janine
de WVries, Parliamentary Advisor to Bert Koenders.

@ In December, PBI-BECL

nder and diversity in all
of 115 proje inko account inter-
nal operatic

field. and, relationships with local coun-

as well as its work in the

Lerpirts.

EUROPEAN OFFICE (BEO)

und PBI Spanish
Stare met with a delegate of the Popular
Party in Spain (o present a parliameniary
resofution regarding human rights defen-
diers.

A pew documentary, “The Democratic
Republic of Cu he arms of impuni-
ted in Brussels and in Pa-

The human rights
defenders and journalists in the DR Con-
1eir own lives ot nisk, docu-

icdeo shows how

20, pulting
ment human rights violations in a conflict
with 3.8 million displaced persons. Their
objective is the fight for truth, justice, re-
paraticn and against impunity and. (or this,
they are terrorized and murdered. For
example, Puscal Kabungulu Kibembi. who
warked with the L of Human Righis
in the G LT HE
ted on Jul
ne at: www, protectiononline.
phptarticle | 349)

[See the video onli-




The San José de Apartado Peace Community
speaks out in Washington

|

I

|

|

|

| an José de Apartadd Peace

| Community leader Renato

| Areiza waveled to Washinglon,

| 13.C. as part of his United

I States tour lust November, His sister,

| Deyanira Arciza, was onc of cight

| people killed from the Community in
the massacre of February 2005, o

I crime for which the perpetrators have

I stll not been brought Lo trial.

l To ensure security for the

I Community, the loter-American Court

| of Human Rights ordered tha

| “provisional measures™ be awarded 10

| the Peace Communily, nsisting that

| Colombian authorities guarantee the

I sccurity ol community members

| through a series ol actions.

I However, armed aclors continue to

I commil

| community

|

|

[

L

aggressions  against
Amnesly
[nternational reports that, since the
communily’s creation in 1997, more

than 160 members have heen killed or

membaers.

disappeared. The community has
suffered cCconemic
blockades, forced displacement and
intimidation from ull Colombian armed
actors — military. paramilitary and
auerrilla.

The  PBI United  States
Represcentative organized a tour in
Washinglon with the aim of gaming
political support for the Community and
deawing atlention to the reality ol the
precarieus human rights sttuation in the
region today, Between November 14 and
16, the Representative, Renato and a
Colombian specialist from WOLA
(Washington Office on Latin America)
met with twelve members of Congress
and with a distinguished Senator’s
assistant, who spoke at length with
Renato and the Representative about new
stratezies for political work and themes
related to community protection.

Renato’s tour produced many positive
results, including wider political support,

massacres,

Ronater Avcrzads visit g Washingron

broadening of the Support Network.
In addition, congressional aides placed
calls to the Department of State (DOS)
expressing their concern for the lack
of progress in the case of the 2005
massacre. During a meeting with the
program olficial for the Burecau of
Demaocracy. Human Rights and Labor
ol DOS, PBT showed their concern
about the community's situation.
Memhers of the DOS answered that
they remain atlentive to the precarious
stluation in the Peace Community.
Jonathan Farrar, Depuly Assistant
Sccretary for International Affairs in
the DOS, and two other officials are
already planning a visil lo the
Community.

—————————— ————— —— — — ———— ————— ——— — ——— —— ——
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OTHER PBI PROJECTS

+ [NDONESIA:  While the peace
process in Aceh advances and local elec-
tions ook place withoul any security
incidents, the team in Wamena, Papua,
reparts anoincrease in wnsion afler the
December murder of 1wa members of
the mationpal army TNL Ip JTayapera,
Papua, the team has accompanied Yan
Christian Warinussy, director of the ar-
ganization LPRBH (Institule of
[uvestigation, Analysis and Develop-
ment of Legal Aidj, since he realized
thut he was being ohservated and wmom-
itored by members of the mililary
intelligence services, Meanwhile, the
team is evaluating new petitions Irom
Papua and Yakarta.

The Seven Party Alliance Government and the Maoists managed 1o sign a

peace 1realy, agree upon an interim constitution and the terms of Maoist parlicipation in
sovernment. However, lack of certainty about the future role of the Pakice and the Narional
Army meuns the process remains in a fragile state. The lawyer’s organization, the " Advouca-
¢y Ferum”, member of the Intemational Commission of Jurisis (ICT), works against impurnity
foe human rights violations and has requested accompaniment from PBI in order to docu-
ment and investigate 12 cases of disappearance in Katmandu and in the east of the country.




PERSONAL

Time to say goodbye

Rae Anne Lafrenz, from the United States, and Bettina Priotti, from Argentina, both spent more than two
years in the Colombia Project, but they never had the chance to work together. Rae Anne left her mark
on the Medellin and Uraba sub-teams, while Bettina shared her wisdom with the volunteers in Barranca
and Bogoti. Before they closed their suitcase of memories and returned to their respective destinations,
the two colleagues interviewed each other and shared a snapshot of their time in Colombia.

Bettina asks Rae Anne

What was the greatest {esson you learned in PBI?

Aller years working in projects styled more towards “development™ and the provision of direct
services 1o marginakized communities, “non-imfervention™ amazes me, [“ve seen that “not doing”
has a more significant meaning for those PBI accompanies because of the trust it implies within
the relationship. Traveling at their side, through cities or along rivers, merely assuring that their
work continues progressing. has been an important lesson for me in the ar of listening and observing
with all senses. “No™ to doing, but “yes” 1o walking with and listening to. are tools [ plan to make
use of from here on out. '

0

In the we years you worked as a volunteer, what was the mament that hiad the most impact
on you?

My moments of most “impact” all had a commoa thread: fear. Not my own fear, [ really have
ne misgivings that might impede the work. | refer 1o situations in which the real fear of the
accompanied person, or of the people in the communities, catches ahold of me and T end up
sharing in the terror of the moment. The first time I felt fear for an accompanied person, in a very
dangerous situation, it was hard for me 1o assimilate it, for ['d never feh anything like it. Later, it
affected me just as strongly how quickly I was able to lower the adrenalin to put into practice the
seeurity measures used by PBI in the field. And then the final impact for me: the realization that
this fear wis not my own, but rather loancd o me from another and, no matter what, I will never =5 :
he a Colombian human rights defender with death threats. These are moments of intense Hevtine Priow

accompaniment.
Youw have accompanied the coustrnction pragress of the Humanitarian Zone in Curbaradd Rae Anne
since its beginning. What did this accompaniment mean to you? asks Bettina
I had the good forune of being able to witness the establishment and growth of a new
humanitarian zone in the Curbaradé river region, [ feel fortunate because few people in You have worked in the Barrancabermejo
the world have the opportunity 1o get 1o know a return of displaced people to their and Bogond teams. Wihat stawds ont for von in

lands and even fewer to sce the formation of a new process of resistance dedicated each region?
te the protection and organization of rural farmers. Sharing living conditions My first commitment was 10 be in PBIand in Colambia

with the farmers and protecting the defenders who accompany the process for one year, something that over time, and taking into
of the humanitarian zone have been unexpected gilts for me, which account the needs of the project, became 15 months in 1he
even today fills me with strong emotions, I'm excited ahout Barrancabermeia team. The fieldwork stimulales you to want o
returning 1o see them again in a year, or two, or three, living understand more directly how disoasion functions and how we carry
the life in Curbaradd they so yearned for since their forced out our pelitical work. this definitely leads you to want to spend some
displacement. Meanwhile, from outside ol PBL 1 time in Begoid, which is where the majori advocacy work is carried ow
pledge to do my part by spreading the victims’ in Colombia, 1 would say that [ 'd make the sume choices in the next life, althe iizh
stories and pushing for justice and truth. After I"d heg for  little more hreeze in Burranca.

having shared so much with the people After working with Methers of the Plaza de Mayo in Argenting, how weuld you deseribe
ot Curbaridd, I cannot be silent. youir experience af accompanying a similar NGO like the Association for Relatives of the
Detwined-Disappeared?
For me 1o come o Colombia — as the sister of someone who was Kidnapped and di:
ate terrorism in Argentina towards the end of the 7075, then as a militant in the fuman rig)
part of the Relatives and other orzanizations like Mothers, Grandmothers and, more recently,

h aceompanying the formation of HIJOS (Children for Identity and Justice and against Forgetting and Silence)
- — means that, apart from arriving already sensitized (o the issoes, 1 had the expectation of being able 1w share
Y v 1
| !

these experiences with others, | armved with my soul wide open, knowing that there continue to be victims of
ces as these. 1 have been very moved by the families of May 16 in Barrancabermeja as well
as by wets of the Victims Movemen, ASFADI he birth of Daughiers and Sons, crossing a Bolfvar Plaza
filled with farge and small photos, always in the search for frces and memories. | must confess that it has been
hard 1o just “accompany™, but [ have achieved it because 1 believe thar the efficiency of our work is based in
the ability 0 be present without opinion, not interfe 1 the decisions by the orgamzations we dccompany.
For me, this has been an unforgettable and extroordinary two and o half vears, | returm 0 my country with the
conviction that there §s sill much left 1o do in Colombia and in Latin America, and that one of the maost
important initiatives tet mokes a difference is the presence of PBI Colombia, It is working from the South for
the South so that this experience can be multiplied across the region,
Whet will yon take ax a soavenir of your twa years in Colombia?
It was very imporiant f reafliom my conviction that collective projects and selidarity are s1iil possible, that the
entire world 15 mot about “money™ and whilst the contribution of PBI may be small, it makes o difference in ils
wiry of helpimg w rapsform the Colomban conflict.

l Rae Annve Lafren:




Vizit our wehsite or contact bs:

PEl Imernational Delegation.- Development Housze,
56-64 Leonard St., Lendon
UK, EC2A 44X
Tel. 020 70650775
admin@peacebngades.org

PBI Colomhia Project.- 11 Rue de la Linigre
1060 Brussels (Belgium)
Tel. (+32}32 26094400

PBI Delegation in Colombia.- Aptdo Aéreo 36157
Santa Fé de Bogota (Colombia)
Tel.- (571)287 0403/ 3230706
info@phicolombia.net

Peace Brigades International (PBI)
is a Non Governmental Organization
registered with the United Nations
which since 1994 has a permanent
team of international
observers/accompaniment in
Colombia. Its aim is to protect the
space of legally recognized human
rights defenders, who suffer
repression for their nom violemt
waork en behalf of human rights.

To achieve this objective, the PBI
Colombia Team., accompanies
{alwtays through local petition)
people or organizations who are
threatened, distributes information
on the evolution of the conflict, and
carries out advocacy and lohhying
activities with civil and military
authorities, as well as with state
organisms, MGOs, the Church,
diplomats and other organizations,
promaoting internatienal action.

If you consider that PBI's presence
is useful 1o protect the persons who
work on behalf of human rights, you
could;

- support us financially. as an
individual or through an
arganization,

= nin the PBI group closest to you,
Support the international network
from your city.

- become a PBl volunteer.

{Repardiess of origin, race, sexual
arigntation or religion.)

PEE: 433 7701 & www.edicionesaniropos.-com






